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The Argus
The quarterly newsletter of the
Argyle Municipality Historical &
Genealogical Society.
Published four times per year by
the Society at the Argyle Township
Court House Archives at Tusket, NS.
Editor – Peter Crowell
Editorial Design – Keith Doucet
Memberships – Loretta Wood
PO Box 101
Tusket, NS B0W 3M0 Canada
902-648-2493
(FAX) 902-648-2537
email for P. Crowell: atcha@ns.aliantzinc.ca
email for Society President (J. Guy Surette):
atcha3@ns.aliantzinc.ca
website: http://www.argylecourthouse.com
Genealogical inquiries to:
Trudy Olsen
atcha_tusket@hotmail.com

Memberships in the Society for 2009 are $30.00 per year for individuals
and $35.00 per year for families or couples. All members receive four
issues of The Argus each year, as part of the membership. Individual
copies of the newsletter are $9.00.
ISS# 1913-4045
© Argyle Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society, 2009.

HOW TO JOI# OUR SOCIETY

Our membership dues for 2009 are at the rates listed above. Anyone is able to join the Society, and we welcome new members. You
may do so by filling out the form on the last page of the newsletter and mailing it to us with your dues, or you can drop by the
Archives in Tusket in person. As a member of the Society you will receive four issues of The Argus. The newsletter is initially distributed to our members at our meetings. Any member not in attendance at such a meeting will receive The Argus by mail or by hand
delivery. To members who live in the USA – your fees should be remitted in US funds to help defray our mailing costs. Our members do not pay admission fees to the museum or research fees when using the archives, and enjoy reduced photocopying rates as
well. Memberships may also be paid by telephone, using VISA or MasterCard. Phone: 902-648-2493.

Cover: This photograph of the Pease’s Island Lighthouse was taken around 1890 by an unknown professional photogra-

pher. The gentleman in the picture is Thomas Baker, Pease’s first lighthouse keeper. The six women shown are probably
some of his family, and possibly visitors. This photograph was used on the cover of our 2003 Heritage Calendar. Now
sold out. This photograph belongs to the National Archives of Canada, Ottawa, C-086497. ATCHA Photo #P2002:108
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President’s Message

I hope by now that all the members, regardless of where they live, are enjoying spring weather. In this part of
Nova Scotia the winter has seemed a long one. We would like The Argus whenever possible to be published
in more-or-less equal intervals, four times throughout the year. For a range of reasons this is not always possible. We are hoping that this first issue of 2009 comes to all the members sometime in April, which is not bad!
March would have been better! But there is a range of reasons this takes place. Sometimes our Editor does
not have enough articles to make up an issue. Sometimes he is able to “pull rabbits out of the hat,” and create
articles from materials in our archives. At other times, there simply isn’t time.

Since the beginning of January there have also been two major projects under way in the archives. Sue Guy
and Wanda Haley were hired to work on the arrangement and description of municipal records of the
Municipality of Argyle covering the years 1987-2000. This has represented approximately 170 banker boxes
of records. The archivist must supervise this work. Derrick Cottreau was hired to carry out the work on the
second large project, which is the indexing of Catholic parish records for the period 1799-1849.
This project, called an “Acadian Parish Re-Born,” will be mounted on our website and on the website of the
Provincial Archives (Nova Scotia Archives & Records Management - NSARM). Society members Doreen
Anderson and Ray Bowers have also assisted with this huge project as volunteer indexers. These projects
ended on 31 March 2009 - and they have demanded the time of our archivist in overseeing the projects. These
projects are funded by various agencies and we are obligated to produce the results we said we would.

These are the types of things that go on that influence when we can get The Argus to the members. We always
hope, even when it is a bit late, that it is worth waiting for.
I thank all of you for continuing to renew your memberships and for supporting us in our efforts to tell the
story of the people and communities that are “Argyle.”

Our archivist is taking a couple of weeks holiday just now. After a very busy winter we wish him a relaxed
time away from Tusket!
- J. J. Guy Surette
President
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Some Things You Should Know About Our Annual Heritage Calendar
Especially if You Are #ot Already a Buyer

It seems appropriate at this time to write something here for the members of our Society (and there are many
of you!) - who do not buy our annual Heritage Calendar. We are all inundated, these days, with all kinds of
advertising messages from various people trying to sell us things! This includes things we have absolutely no
interest in, and from the organizations we belong to and try to support. We all have to sort these things out
and set our priorities. We think our annual heritage calendar is in a different category. Hopefully this short
article will serve to inform you, if you are not already a buyer, of what the calendar offers, rather than put us
in the category of doing the “hard sell.” This is not intended to make anyone feel “guilty,” but all the members should know what the calendars do offer, and to also know, that these are not items that will ever be
“reprinted.” Once a calendar sells out (we have some of those!) - they are collectors’ items.

There is no question that it is easier for our local members who live in Yarmouth County to pick up a calendar.
They are found in various retail outlets throughout the county. Most of these outlets sell them free of charge,
and return all the proceeds to the Society. The calendar has become an important annual fundraiser, and an
important cultural and historical offering as well.

What the regular “buyers” of the calendar know, and may not be obvious to the other members, is that this calendar is the equivalent of receiving a fifth Argus every year. The calendar works like any good calendar
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should, but what you may not know is that for every photograph used in the calendar, for each of the twelve
months of the year, and for the cover, there is a great deal of text written (in French and English), which is
found on the pages before and after the actual calendar pages. In this year’s calendar (2009), which has featured general stores of the past, from around the Municipality, there are approximately 15 pages of text! This
is probably why so many purchasers often put the calendar away for safe-keeping rather than hanging it. I
have heard so many of the regular buyers say, “Oh - I never mark on mine!”
The entire text of the calendar is always presented in both English and French. This is Argyle after all!

Since this article is intended for those who have not purchased calendars on a regular basis, we will quote here
the write-up for the month of August in the 2009 calendar.

“August. Sluice Point. Abel Bourque’s General Store. Abel Bourque’s General Store in Sluice Point,
Yarmouth County, was built and opened its doors for business in 1927. This building was moved onto this
site, then finished and set up as a store by Mr. Bourque. He had worked in the US prior to this and returned
there to work again after setting up this business. He left his sister, Rosie, to run the store. At one time the
store was managed for him by Théodore Bourque and at another time by Arthur Muise. Around 1939, or the
early 1940’s, Abel and his wife Olive returned to Sluice Point to live permanently and run the general store
business themselves. They ran the business for about 25 years and then sold the store to Ligoirie & Claire
Bourque. They were the proprietors for 10 years, selling to Carl and Audrey Pottier in 1976. Carl and Audrey
ran this store in addition to their larger business in Tusket for approximately 30 years. They closed the business in 2006.

“In The Argus, vol.9 no.4 (Winter 1997), Society member Bruce Bourque wrote an excellent article entitled
‘Remembering Abel’s Store’ which not only documents some of the history of the business, but captures the
spirit of these unique institutions through the eyes of a boy growing up in the community of Sluice Point in the
1950’s. I remember perfectly how the inside of the store smelled as soon as you were through the door. I
don’t know why stores have little or no smell these days - perhaps it’s not that they don’t, but that my nose is
no longer 10 years old. I can’t say what made the smell. I guess it was really a mélange of many odours. It
was rich, and sweet, and full of promise. It was unlike any other daily village smell - unlike wood smoke,
unlike drying hay, unlike the inside of a barn, unlike baking bread, unlike simmering salt herring, unlike dried
irish moss. I think it was the smell of confections - the chocolate candies in the showcase, the bulk cookies,
the ice cream scoops in their crock of water, and the little bit of soda pop left in every empty bottle in every
wooden crate, all evaporating into the sultry summer afternoon air. This photo [photo for the month of
August] shows the store-owner, Abel Bourque with Paul Muise of Lynn, Massachusetts, a young man who was
visiting his aunts, Irene and Louise at Sluice Point. A range of goods can be seen in the background. ATCHA
Photo #P1998:389.”
These are the types of historical write-ups we do for every month, in every annual calendar we produce.

Since this article is directed primarily to the members who do not know our calendar here is the history:
1st Calendar - 1996 - features an historical photograph of the Court House and the centre of Tusket on the

cover. It’s theme was general. Still available.
2nd Calendar - 1997 - also general in theme. In these early calendars we used historical photographs and
represented as many parts of the municipality as we could. The cover of the ’97 calendar features four Acadian
women from Abram’s River in traditional Acadian garb. Still available.
3rd Calendar - 1998 - Our 1st theme calendar, with houses and architectural styles being represented from
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around the municipality. Still available.
4th Calendar - 1999 - One-room Schools in Argyle - with many group photographs of pupils and teachers, as

well as photographs of the buildings. Still available.
5th Calendar - 2000 - “The Sea” - This calendar was our “fishing” calendar, and was the first to SELL

OUT! #o longer available.
6th Calendar - 2001 - “On the Go” - with the theme being transportation. Still available.

7th Calendar - 2002 - “Gatherings” - being a calendar featuring various groups of people gathered together
for different reasons throughout the municipality. Still available.
8th Calendar - 2003 - Lighthouses - SOLD OUT

9th Calendar - 2004 - A calendar general in theme with photographs from all parts of the municipality. Still
available.
10th Calendar - 2005 - The Acadians - featuring Acadian communities and families throughout the municipality. Still available.
11th Calendar - 2006 - Churches of Argyle - both those still with us, and those that are now demolished.

Still available.
12th - Calendar - 2007 - Argyle Veterans - Featuring veterans from the following communities - Tusket,
Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, Argyle women in the Service, Sluice Point veterans, West Pubnico veterans, Tusket
and Pleasant Lake veterans, Glenwood and the Argyles veterans, War brides,
Gavelton/Raynardton/Summerville veterans, Amirault’s Hill/Surette’s Island/Morris Island veterans, Quinan
veterans, Belleville/Bell Neck/SAR & Abrams River veterans, Kemptville veterans and Wedgeport area veterans. Still available.
13th - 2008 - “Enjoying Ourselves” - humourous historical photographs from around the municipality. Still

available.
14th - 2009 - Argyle in Business (General Stores) - with this, our most recent calendar, we have had a smaller

print run. There a few copies left at the archives, and we will gather in a few others from retail outlets. This
calendar will sell out. So time is limited to purchase this one.

The 2010 calendar will feature Hunting & Hunters in Argyle!

At present the 2009 calendar still sells for $10 - and we must charge for postage when mailing is needed. This
varies throughout Canada and the US. Past calendars (those still in print before our 2009 calendar) sell now
for $4 each, or 3 calendars for $10. We do have to charge postage when mailing is required.

We have never raised the price of the calendar, and will continue to hold it at $10.00 - unfortunately, we cannot control postal rates - and sometimes it costs as much to mail the calendars as to purchase them.

For those of you hungry for even more reading material on Argyle - this is a good opportunity!

- Peter Crowell, Editor
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OBITUARIES FOR SOCIETY MEMBERS

We are sorry to have to report on the death of four members since the publication of our last newsletter.
Roland F. Surette was a member of our Society for many years, and was well known throughout Yarmouth
County as an educator and as a person actively involved in the local Métis associations. In his last days, he
had included articles for The Argus among the things he wished to accomplish. We published his two articles
in our last newsletter. The article on the late Dr. Willard O’Brien in particular has garnered much interest, and
brought in new members. We regret his passing and extend our condolences to his family.

Carl Muise, and his wife Mary, of Amirault’s Hill have been members for a number of years. Carl enjoyed the
Argus and he and his wife, along with many others, were contributors to the New Archives project. Carl died
just before Christmas, during our extended power outage due to storms. His widow has told us that she will
be moving to the Middleton, NS area where her sisters live. We wish her well there. Our loss is Middleton’s
gain.
Janice Cann is the third member whose death we report on here. She and her husband George were regular
visitors to our archives each summer for several years. It was always pleasant to have them here, and they
were good sports to put up with our cramped quarters in the Court House. George’s book on the Cann family
and the “Cann Boats” is still sold from our gift shop.

Walter Davis is the fourth member who has died since the last newsletter. His wife, the late Edith (Frost)
Davis had a great interest in the history and genealogy of Argyle area families, and loaned many of the things
that she had compiled on that subject for our archives to copy. Walter and Edith’s son, Garth, and his wife,
Marlene are members as well. We extend condolences to their family.

We reprint their obituaries here as they appeared in our local newspapers.
SURETTE, Roland Frederick – A courage braced with love of family, acceptance of destiny, and total
humility are words which best describe the essence of our loved one, Roland Surette, as he, for a second time,
fought a battle with cancer. When told some six months ago that this foe was unbeatable he proceeded to
organize the little time he had left as a journey, with accomplishments that had to be met along the way. Some
of these milestones included having his marriage to Ellen blessed by the Catholic Church, being the father of
the bride for Amber, a final memorable hunting trip with son, Morgan and friends at Reg’s camp, and completion of two articles for the Argus Magazine, to name but a few. Born April 22, 1951, in Halifax, Roland was
the second child of Edwin and Josephine (Murphy) Surette. He grew up in the village of Wedgeport, and left
only during his university years to attend and graduate from St. Thomas University, New Brunswick, with a
Bachelor of Education degree (1975). He taught for the Argyle School Board for 21 years, the last 11 of
which were spent as principal of the Plymouth School. Complications from the first bout with cancer forced
him to leave his students and colleagues much earlier than he wanted, when he retired in 1996. Always an
avid student of history, Roland embraced research in local genealogy and Acadian history. In April, 2004,
Roland published his book “Metis/Acadian Heritage 1604-2004”, an historical accounting of the relationship
of French Acadians with the First Nation People. This book sold over 2,000 copies and is used as a reference
across Canada. He was a pioneer founder of the Association Des Acadiens-Metis Souriquois. Recently honored by the Dept. of Acadian Affairs (Minister Chris d’Entremont), Roland accepted this acknowledgement
with dignity and courage leaving his hospital bed briefly and amazing all who were present with his unfaltering spirit. Roland did not have to travel far to have a full and rich life. He gave to his community tenfold in
volunteer positions. He was secretary for the Royal Canadian Legion, Wedgeport Branch No.155, treasurer
for the Argyle Liberal Association, board member for the Wedgeport Sport Tuna Fishing Museum and the
Village Historique de Pubnico Ouest, and he was an organizer of the Beausoleil Festival, to name a few. He
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lectured on Acadian Heritage at local schools and Radio CIFA. He also participated in local softball and baseball associations, and was an avid outdoorsman when his health allowed. Many days his life was richer
because someone came to the door or called for help in tracing their ancestry. Roland was predeceased by his
father, Edwin Surette, and brother-in-law, Elden LeBlanc. He is survived by his wife, Ellen (Clairmont)
Surette; his mother, Josephine Cottreau; step father Lawrence (Del) Cottreau; son, Roland “Morgan” Surette
(Trudy), Wedgeport; step daughter Amber (Chad) Brannen, Argyle; step son, Stephen Townsend, Yarmouth;
brother, Eldon (Ruth) Surette, Edmonton; sister, Donna (Jack) Messenger, Barrington Passage. To him, his
greatest accomplishment was being held in such loving regard by his grandchildren, Baylee, Taylor, Jacques,
Emily, Chloe and Naomi, to whom he was just “Papa” and that said it all. Visitation will take place from 6-9
p.m. today, with prayers at 8 p.m., and again from 10 a.m.-12 noon Thursday, both in H. M. Huskilson’s
Funeral Home, Wedgeport. The funeral mass will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, January 22, from Saint
Michael’s Catholic Church, Wedgeport, Msgr. Gerald LeBlanc and Father Wielsaw Papuga officiating.
Interment will follow in the parish cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the Roland Surette
Memorial Bursary, Mt. Allison University, Anthropology Department, 144 Main St., Sackville, N.B. E4L
1A7, Tri-County Branch of the Victorian Order of Nurses, or to St. Michael’s Church, Wedgeport. You may
also leave messages of condolence for the family, or sign the on-line guestbook by visiting: www.huskilson.net

“!othing can make a person more upbeat than the unconditional love young people give to adults who make a
difference in their lives” Roland Surette, Metis/Acadian Heritage 1604-2004.

MUISE, Joseph Carl – 73, Sluice Point, Yarmouth Co., died on Monday, December 22, 2008, at home. Born
May 2, 1935 in Hubbard’s Point, he was the youngest son of the late George Enos Muise and the late A.
Francoise (Deveau) Muise. Carl moved to Toronto, and then Massachusetts. He was employed for 40 years,
most recently, at Wang Labs in Lowell, Mass., from which he retired in 1991 as an HVAC mechanic, and then
moved to Sluice Point. He enjoyed hunting and fishing, and he was a Boy Scout Assistant in Malden, Mass.,
and a member of Zion Baptist Church, Yarmouth. He is survived by his loving wife of 40 years, Mary E.
(Palmer) Muise; a son, Randal, Boston, Mass.; a daughter, Tammy, Arlington, Mass.; a brother, Donald (Irene),
Sluice Point. Besides his parents he was predeceased by daughters, Cathy and Carol Ann; a sister, Mary Daly;
brothers, Joe and George; brothers-in-law, Bob Newbery and Joe Daly. Upon request there was no visitation
or funeral service, and cremation has taken place. A memorial service was held at 11:00 AM, Saturday,
January 3, 2009 from H. M. Huskilson’s Memorial Chapel, 29 Albert St., Yarmouth, Rev. Brian Wallace officiated. A reception followed at Huskilson’s Funeral Home. All friends and family were welcome. Committal
of ashes will take place at a later date in Pine Grove Cemetery, Middleton. Memorial donations may be made
to the Yarmouth Food Bank, the Yarmouth Fuel Bank or Zion United Baptist Church. You may sign the online
guestbook by visiting www.huskilson.net
CA##, Janice Marlene (Green) (7 Sept 1939- 3 Jan 2009) - Janice was born in London, but at six weeks
of age she became the pride and joy of Wilfred and Mildred (Rawlings) Green of Petrolia. Growing up in
Petrolia, she enjoyed playing high school basketball. She also played the organ in church and piano for Sunday
School at the First Baptist Church.

Later the family moved to Sarnia, and Janice went to Teacher’s College before starting her teacher’s career in
Sarnia schools. In 1958 she married George Cann, a chemical engineer at Imperial Oil. Her four children are:
Brian (Carla) of Port Huron, MI; Bradford (Darlene) of Aurora, ON; Stephen (Sandra) of San Marcos, CA;
and Karen of Holland Landing, ON.
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Janice was one of the founding committee, and past president for girl’s soccer in Sarnia. She taught for many
years as a supply teacher in primary schools throughout the city. After retirement she developed an interest in
genealogy and was research secretary of the local branch of Ontario Genealogical Society for many years. She
also was co- author of genealogy books, and helped her husband research his Nova Scotia sea captain ancestors. Her interests also included playing bridge and travel. Over the years she was able to visit many countries
in the Pacific Rim, river boat vacations on the rivers of Europe, cruise travel to Bermuda, Panama, the Baltic
capitals and across the North Sea.

Following the death of her parents [Wilfred (1990) and Mildred Rawlings (1994) Green], she was fortunate in
locating her birth mother, Mrs. Violet (Collings) Nelson (2007), who had returned to London after spending
several years in Arizona. A half brother Wayne Nelson of Tucson, AZ died in 2007. Another half brother Greg
(Debbie) Nelson lives in London, ON.

Although in recent years she supported many charities, she was most committed to her sponsored World
Vision children. Janice is a member of St. Paul’s United Church, Sarnia.

In August of 2008, Janice and George celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary with family and friends.

Janice is proud of her 8 grand children: Gillian, Victoria, and Hugh Cann of Port Huron; Connor and Jacob
Cann of Aurora; Dante Potter and Kelvin Alston of San Marcos, CA; and Dallyn Cann of Holland Landing.

DAVIS, Walter Churchill - Passed away at his home on February 22, 2009, one month short of his 92nd
birthday, Walter, born March 23, 1917, in Rockville, Yarmouth Co., was the son of the late Sgt. Herbert L.
Davis and Gladys M. (Churchill) Davis. Beloved husband of the late Edith Frances (Frost) Davis; loving
father of daughters, Patricia (William) McKenzie, Pleasant Lake; Ruth Harding, Ottawa (Gerry Coulter)
Nepean, Ontario; Joyce (Frank) Mulder, Navan, Ontario; sons Brian (Nancy Munroe), Lower Sackville, Garth
(Marlene) Glenwood. Cherished Grandpa “Papa” of grandchildren, Shannon, Jason, Jeffery, Ryan, Christina,
Mark, Scott, Christopher. Special friend of Margaret Scott, Yarmouth. He is survived by sisters, Sarah Doty
and Louise Seeley; brothers Clarence and Victor; predeceased by sisters, Caroline Oxner and Muriel Penkala;
brothers, Carl, Alan, George and Winston. He worked on the mail route on both the CNR and CPR in the
Maritimes; was a representative for Atlantic Wholesalers, Yarmouth; Brown’s Biscuits, Moncton and Curtis
Industries, Ontario, traveling southwest Nova Scotia. He retired in 1981. Walter was a member of the
Chebogue Congregational Church and Beacon United Church; Royal Arch Masons Union No.7 R.A.M., where
he received meritorious service awards; life member of the Mount Zion Perceptory, Kentville; Shriners Philae
Temple, Halifax; dedicated member for 58 years of Hiram No.12 AF and AM Masonic Lodge, Yarmouth. He
canvassed many years with the Yarmouth Hospital Hullabaloo, Heart and Stroke Foundation, Diabetes and was
involved in numerous church activities throughout his life. Walter thrived on remaining very active - always
ready to start a new project. He enjoyed working outdoors, particularly on his garden and wood pile, taking
great pride in his home and property. Family meant the world to Walter. His legacy, values, wisdom, inspiration for all. Visitation at Sweeney’s Funeral Home, Yarmouth on Friday, February 27th, 7-9 pm with a

Masonic service at 7:15 pm. Funeral Service at Beacon United Church on Saturday, February 28th at 1 pm. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations to the Yarmouth Branch of the Victorian Order of Nurses or Chebogue
Cemetery would be appreciated. Spring interment in Chebogue Cemetery. Walter will be forever missed by
all who knew him. Online condolences may be sent to: sweenysfh@eastlink.ca or you may sign the guestbook
at: www.sweenysfuneralhome.net
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MEMBERSHIPS I# THE SOCIETY

The following is a list of those members who have paid their membership dues for the years listed below since
the publication of the last Argus, namely from 13 December 2008 to 10 April 2009. This is a running list of
the members that continues from one issue of the newsletter to the next. Those who paid their dues before 13
December 2008 will find their names listed in previous issues of The Argus. For those who wish to check the
status of their membership, an expiry date appears on the address label attached to the envelope in which your
newsletter is mailed, or attached to The Argus itself if your newsletter is hand-delivered. Memberships are
being received daily this time of year, so inevitably a few newsletters will go out without an updated expiry
date. Those in that position will find the updated information on your next newsletter. If you feel we have
made an error in our records please contact us.
2009

Allan, Dorothy; Hebron, NS - renewal
Allen, Gary & Noëlla; Hebron, NS - renewals
Amirault, Cassie; Middle East Pubnico, NS - renewal
Amirault, Edythe; Digby, NS - renewal
Amirault, George; Digby, NS - renewal
Amirault, Georgette H.; West Pubnico, NS - renewal
Amirault, Gerald; Amirault’s Hill, NS - renewal
Amirault, John Louie; Essex, MA, USA – renewal
Amirault, Madeleine; Middle West Pubnico, NS - renewal
Amirault, Norman & Mardi; Yarmouth, NS - renewals
Amirault, Rosalind; Middle East Pubnico, NS - renewal
Armstrong, Donald & Margot; Yarmouth, NS - renewals
Babin, Becky; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Babin, William E.; Kissimmee, FL, USA – renewal
Barth, Richard, Central Argyle, NS & NY, USA - renewal
Bird, Judy; Halifax, NS - renewal
Black Loyalist Heritage Society, Shelburne, NS – renewal
Boucher, Theresa A.; Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, NS - new
Boudreau, Blair; Lower Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Boudreau, Gérald & Joanne; Morris Island, NS - renewals
Boudreau, Jacqueline; Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Bourque, Anselm & Jacqueline; Baie-Durfe, QC renewals
Bourque, Bruce; St. John’s, NL – renewal
Bourque, Claude & Deanna; Sluice Point, NS - renewals
Bourque, Del; London, ON - renewal
Bourque, Delbert; S. Belleville, NS - renewal
Bourque, Flavien & Pauline; Surette’s Island, NS renewals
Bourque, Heather; Montreal, QC - new
Bourque, Janice & Neil; Sluice Point, NS - new
Bourque, Jerry; Ottawa, ON – renewal
Bourque, Juliette; Sluice Point, NS - new
Bourque, René & Eileen; North Cobalt, ON - renewals
Bourque, Roland & Pauline; Tusket, NS - renewals
Bowers, Raymond; Arcadia, NS – renewal

Bradshaw, Shirley; Yarmouth, NS – renewal
Brezet, Richard; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Brown, Jamie; Charlottetown, PEI - renewal
Burke, Linda; Sluice Point, NS – renewal
Burnett, Frederick C.; Upper Brighton, NB - renewal
Burton, Joyce & Kent; Raynardton, NS - renewals
Campbell, Linda; Springdale, NS - renewal
Cann, George B.; Sarnia, ON – renewal
Card, Mary; Toronto, ON – renewal
Carter, Bertha M.; Reading, MA, USA - renewal
Cassidy, David; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Cates, Sylvia; Sacramento, CA, USA - renewal
Clark, Makiko; Central Argyle, NS - renewal
Coleman, John T.; Seattle, WA, USA - renewal
Comeau, Carol; Meteghan, NS - renewal
Comeau, Margaret; Lake Echo, NS - renewal
Corporon, Eloi; Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Cotreau, James; Denville, NJ - renewal
Cottreau, Leonard & Julie; Upper Wedgeport, NS - new
Cottreau, Terry & Karen; Tusket, NS – new
Covert, Jean; Italy Cross, NS - renewal
Crocker, Mr. & Mrs. Richard E.; Yarmouth, NS –
renewals
Crowell, Gail; East Kemptville, NS - new
Crowell, Ralph & Caroline; Hudson, MA, USA renewals
Crowell, William & Lida; Kemptville, NS - renewals
d’Entremont, Aline G.; Lower West Pubnico, NS - renewal
d’Entremont, Coral A.; Pubnico-Ouest, NS - renewal
d’Entremont, Denise; Fort Erie, ON - renewal
d’Entremont, Florene E.; Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, NS renewal
d’Entremont, Jean Guy; West Pubnico, NS - new
d’Entremont, Lucille Marie; Middle West Pubnico, NS –
renewal
d’Entremont, Margaret; Tusket, NS - renewal
d’Entremont, Marie H.; West Pubnico, NS - renewal
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d’Entremont, Maurice; Halifax, NS - renewal
d’Entremont, Rita M.; Lower West Pubnico, NS – new
d’Entremont, Yvette; Edmonton, AB - renewal
d’Eon, Virginia; Middle West Pubnico, NS - renewal
Dalrymple, Lawrence; Sutton, ON - renewal
DeViller, Patricia; Arcadia, NS - renewal
Donaldson, Laurie; Glenwood, NS – renewal
Donaldson, Wellington & Aenid; Lower Argyle, NS –
renewals
Doucet, Gisèle; Sluice Point, NS - renewal
Doucette, Norman E. Jr. & Linda; Winchester, MA, USA
- renewals
Doucette, Claudia; Dieppe, NB - renewal
Doucette, Daniel; Quinan, NS - renewal
Doucette, Donald & Paulette; West Pubnico, NS renewals
Doucette, Gary; Charlottetown, PEI - renewal
Doucette, Genesta; Bell Neck, NS - renewal
Doucette, Paul; Dartmouth, NS - renewal
Doucette, William & Eileen; Reading, MA, USA renewals
Draper, Susan Surette; Port Williams, NS - renewal
Eaton, Yvonne; Tusket, NS – renewal
École secondaire de Par-en-Bas; Tusket, NS - renewal
Faulkner, Donald A.; Delta, BC – renewal
Fevens, Douglas; Halifax, NS - renewal
Fitzpatrick, Ann; North Belleville, NS - renewal
Floridia, Carolyn Hubbard; Marlboro, MA, USA – renewal
Fay, Rosemarie; Little Brook, NS - renewal
Goudey, Kenneth; Mountain View, CA, USA - renewal
Guay, Corinne; Abington, MA, USA – renewal
Hamilton, Cynthia; Arlington, MA, USA - renewal
Holland, Carol; Red Deer, AB - renewal
Hoogenbos, Rachel; Carleton, NS – renewal
Hurlbert, Jerry & Carol; Weaverville, CA, USA renewals
Jacquard, Arthur & Linda; Morris Island, NS - renewals
Jacquard, Daniel; Comeau’s Hill, NS - renewal
Jacquard, Don & Rhoda; Lr. Wedgeport, NS - renewals
Jacquard, Joe & Brenda; Port St. Lucie, FL, USA renewals
Jacquard, Robert; Comeau’s Hill, NS - renewal
Julien, Barb & Tom; Hebron, NS - renewals
Kehoe-Gove, Bonnie; Merrimac, MA, USA – renewal
Kippen, Priscilla; Valparaiso, FL, USA – renewal
Landry, Eric; Willowdale, ON - new
Larkin, Andrew M. Jr.; Londonderry, NH, USA - renewal
Larkin, Audrey; Lr. East Pubnico, NS – renewal
Larkin, Joanne; Lr. East Pubnico, NS - renewal
Larkin, Lamont; Kentville, NS - renewal
Larkin, Ruth Silva; Gloucester, MA, USA - renewal
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Larkin, Viola; Moncton, NB - renewal
LeBlanc, Carol & Norbert; Arcadia, NS - renewals
LeBlanc, Roland C.; Pincourt, QC – renewal
Lennox, Rev. Dr. David P., Exeter, NH, USA - renewal
Lumsden, Betty; Scotsburn, NS - renewal
MacKinnon, Rose & Alex; Stittsville, ON - renewals
Madden, Eddie & Cheryl; Surette’s Island, NS - renewals
Magee, Mrs. Muriel; Fergus, ON – renewal
Maglio, Priscilla; Marshfield, MA, USA - renewal
Maher, Mary; Wakefield, MA, USA – renewal
Maillet, Florence; Richfield, NS - renewal
McNutt-Eagles, Barbara; Qualicum Beach, BC - renewal
Melanson, Michael; Dracut, MA, USA - renewal
Mercer, Beverly; Elgin, PA, USA - renewal
Meuse, Eleanor; Parker, CO, USA - renewal
Meuse, Lise & George; Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, NS –
renewals
Modica, Alice R.; Reading, MA, USA – renewal
Moriello, George; Saugus, MA, USA - new
Morris, Rose Marie (Pothier); Doral, FL, USA – renewal
Moses, Ron; Thompson, MB – renewal
Moulaison, Kelly; Hubbard’s Point, NS – renewal
Moulaison, Wilfred; Yarmouth, NS – renewal
Mount Allison University, Sackville, NB - renewal
Muise, Arthur, Sun City Center, FL, USA - renewal
Muise, Bruce Richard; Quinan, NS - renewal
Muise, Charles; Tusket, NS – renewal
Muise, Chester & Kaye; Surette’s Island, NS - renewals
Muise, Jeffrey; Shady, NY, USA - renewal
Muise, Leslie & Pauline; Hubbard’s Point, NS – renewals
Muise, Louise A.; Washington, DC, USA - new
Muise, Vernon; Yarmouth, NS – renewal
Muise, Walter J.; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Murphy, Carole Roberts; Pubnico, NS – renewal
Murphy, Lynn; Halifax, NS - renewal
Murphy, Rosalie; Wedgeport, NS - new
Murray, Doris; Candiac, QC – renewal
Newell, Alfred; Clark’s Harbour, NS - renewal
Newman, Lorraine; Deerfield, NS – renewal
Nickerson, Lendal; Carleton, NS - renewal
Nickerson, Richard; Berwick, NS - renewal
Nickerson, Vaughn; Upland, PA, USA – renewal
O’Brien, Marie; Charlottetown, PEI - renewal
O’Connell, Franklyn; Arcadia, NS – renewal
O’Neil, Victoria; Deerfield, NS – renewal
Outhouse, Don & Lorna; Yarmouth, NS - renewals
Outhouse, Dorothy; Freeport, NS - renewal
Parker, Norman; Kemptville, NS - renewal
Patten, Joan; Tusket, NS - renewal
Pelham, Suzanne; Wolfville, NS - renewal
Peters, Kenneth & Doris; Pubnico, NS - renewals
Pilling, Alice J.; Stoughton, MA, USA - renewal
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Pineo, Rose Marie; Summerside, PEI - new
Pothier, Claire T.; Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Pothier, J. Melvin; South Ohio, NS - new
Pothier, Jackie; Greely, ON - renewal
Pothier, Lyn; Lr. Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Pothier, Marcel; Tusket, NS - renewal
Pothier, Michelle; Creemore, ON - renewal
Pothier, Paula; Victoria, BC - renewal
Pothier, Phyllis & Hubert; Tusket, NS - renewals
Pothier, Simone M.; Arcadia, NS - renewal
Pothier, Ted; Arlington, MA, USA - renewal
Pothier-Pfenninger, Barbara; Bloomfield, NY, USA –
renewal
Pottier, Carl & Audrey; Tusket, NS - renewals
Raynard, Ed & Shirley; Middleton, MA, USA - renewals
Raynard, Gertrude; South Ohio, NS - renewal
Raynard, Willetta; Glenwood, NS - renewal
Rich, David & Angela; Gloucester, MA, USA - renewals
Robart-Johnson, Sharon; Greenville, N. S. - renewal
Robbins, Kaye; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Roberts, Harry; Hubley, NS – renewal
Roberts, Suzanne Muise; Bowie, MD, USA - new
Robertson, Barbara R.; Halifax, NS - renewal
Robinson, Anita; South Brookfield, NS – renewal
Rogers, Joyce & Bonnar,Veralyn; Gavelton, NS renewals
Rogers, Marcie; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Rousseau, Ruth; Halifax, NS - renewal
Ryan, Hope & Bernard; Yarmouth, NS – renewals
Saulnier, Florene; Amirault’s Hill, NS - renewal
Saulnier, Georgette; Arcadia, NS - renewal
Saulnier, Victor & Simone; Abram’s River, NS - renewals
Saunders, Susan; Pickering, ON – new
Semple, Joan; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Skinner, Shirley Margeson; Wolfville, NS - renewal
Smith, Joan (Rodney); Halifax, NS – renewal
South Shore Genealogical Society; Lunenburg, NS renewal
Surette, Bradford; Saugus, MA, USA - renewal
Surette, Danielle; Lr. Wedgeport, NS - renewal
Surette, Jennifer; Sluice Point, NS - renewal
Surette, John & Eileen; Revere, MA, USA - renewals
Surette, Roland Morgan; Wedgeport, NS - new
Sweeney, Richard; Bonnyville, AB – renewal
Swinimer, Roberta; Argyle, NS - renewal
Toporowski, Patti; Vancouver, BC - renewal
Vacon, Angèle; Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, NS - renewal
Webber, Bernadette; Halifax, NS - renewal
Western Counties Regional Library; Yarmouth, NS (3)renewals
Whitehouse, Eric; Brazil Lake, NS - renewal
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Winters, L. H. (Lyn); Kanata, ON – renewal
Wood, Gordon & Marlene; Tusket, NS - renewals
Yarmouth County Historical Society, Yarmouth, NS renewal
2010

Allen, Barbara; Pleasant Valley, NS - renewal
Amirault, Edythe; Digby, NS - renewal
Amirault, John Louie; Essex, MA, USA - renewal
Bliss, Bonnie Ryder; San Jose, CA, USA - renewal
Bourque, Del; London, ON - renewal
Bourque, Jerry; Ottawa, ON – renewal
Card, Mary; Toronto, ON – renewal
Covert, Jean; Italy Cross, NS - renewal
Goudey, Kenneth; Mountain View, CA, USA - renewal
Holland, Carol; Red Deer, AB – renewal
Hurlbert, Jerry & Carol; Weaverville, CA, USA renewals
Jacquard, Don & Rhoda; Lr. Wedgeport, NS - renewals
Larkin, Audrey; Lr. East Pubnico, NS – renewal
Moses, Ron; Thompson, MB – renewal
Moulaison, Wilfred; Yarmouth, NS – renewal
Muise, Chester & Kaye; Surette’s Island, NS – renewals
Muise, Louise A.; Washington, DC, USA - renewal
Newman, Lorraine; Deerfield, NS - renewal
Paige, Alice; Phoenix, AZ, USA - renewal
Pottier, Alphonse; Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau, NS - renewal
Raynard, Ed & Shirley; Middleton, MA, USA – renewals
Roberts, Suzanne Muise; Bowie, MD, USA - renewal
Robinson, Anita; South Brookfield, NS - renewal
Rogers, Marcie; Yarmouth, NS - renewal
Rousseau, Ruth; Halifax, NS - renewal
Ryan, Hope & Bernard; Milton Highlands, NS - renewals
Saunders, Susan; Pickering, ON - renewal
Surette, Roland Morgan; Wedgeport, NS - renewal
2011

Covert, Jean; Italy Cross, NS – renewal
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FAMILY BIBLE RECORD
In this issue of The Argus we offer the record of the family of Eleazar Churchill and Lois Ann Trask of
Yarmouth County, who were married on 6 January 1841, from a family Bible. Unfortunately no title page or
publication page has survived with this Bible to authenticate its age. It is clearly a very old Bible. It seems
likely that this was the original family Bible of Edna (Churchill), a daughter of Eleazer, who married Joseph
H. Cook, and that some of the records here were copied from her parents’ Bible into this one. This record was
loaned to the archives for copying in 1988 by Society member Marshall Moses. He had borrowed the original
from his great-uncle, George Cook, of South Ohio, Yarmouth.
[1st page of records]

Eleazar Churchill
Lois Ann Trask

FAMILY REGISTER

Jonathan Churchill
Mary Ann Churchill
Eleazar Churchill
Sophia Churchill
Edna S. Churchill
Henry C. Churchill
Clement K.[?] Churchill
Harvey C.[?] Churchill
Fanny F. Churchill
[2nd page of records]

Eleazar Churchill to Lois A. Trask
January 6th 1841
May A. Churchill to Ezra C. Roach
January 16th 1868

Eleazar Churchill to Catharine Crowell
September 10th 1870

Edna Churchill to Joseph Cook

November 24th 1870
Henry Churchill to Susan Clark
March 31st 1877

Clement Church to (1) Carrie Trask

MARRIAGES

[in right margin] (2) to

George Whitfield Ellis June 9, 1885
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[in right margin] (2) To Eleanor Sollows 1878

May 29th 1877
Harvey Churchill to Annie Vickery
March 12th 1882
(2) To Mildred Allen
Aug, 1888

[3rd page of records]
Eleazar Churchill April 6th 1817 Yarmouth
Lois A. Trask April 18th 1820
“
Jonathan Churchill June 2d 1843 “
May A. Churchill February 6th 1845 “
Eleazar Churchill July 26th 1846
Sophia Churchill July 26th 1846
Edna Churchill August 15th 1849

BIRTHS

“

Henry Churchill November 10th 1852
Clement Churchill May 15th 1855
Harvey Churchill October 8th 1857
Fanny Churchill July 11th 1860

[4th page of records]
Jonathan Churchill

Sophia Churchill
Annie B. Churchill
Ezra C. Roach
Lois A. Churchill

Sept. 15th 1850 Yarmouth
Sept. 15th 1850 “
March 12 1883
Aug. 1883
June 21st, 1888

Oct.31st, 1888
Feb.2 1890
Eleazer Churchill Sen.June 29th 1886[?]

Eleazar Churchill
Carrie Churchill

Edgar Rundlett sen.
G. Whitfield Ellis
Katherine Churchill
Joseph H. Cook

July 1899
July 5, 1905
Dec. 1890
Feb. 1st 1917

DEATHS
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Edna S. Cook
Waitstill F. Cook
Gordon L. Cook
Jennie Cook
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Sept. 1st 1920
Oct. 13, 1928
Aug. 5 1930
Sept.8 64 yrs. 1947
[5th page of records]

[This is written on a blank page as opposed to a pre-printed one for Marriages]
Fannie F. Churchill To Edgar Rundlett July 1892

Marriages

Marriages of Grandchildren

Clayton Churchill To (1) Lois Smith
(2) Wreatha Sollows
George Churchill To Etta Ellis Oct. 1892
Gilbert Churchill To Cassie Wyman
Blanche Churchill To Forester Hurlbert
Waitstill Cook To Jennie Crosby Dec.20th 1905
Ezra Churchill To Gertrude Southern
Stella Churchill To George Hersey 1897
Williard Churchill To (1) Edna Blades 1897
(2) Mary A. Mullen
Annie Churchill To George Dolby July 17, 1920
Gordon Cook To Martha Moses Oct.6th 1915
George Cook To Beatrice Moses Oct.30 1915
Reginald Churchill To Alice Davis
Carrie Churchill To Wilfred Sears
Edna Cook To Lyndon B. Miller Dec.30th 1941

Merton Cook To Mildred E. Vickery April 5th 1947
Clayton Cook To Violet Pitman
Gladys Cooks To Ashton H. Scoville May 12th 1944

George Cook Jr. To Bessie Louise Winter June 13 1963
Eula B. Cook To Malcolm Moses May 15, 1950
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[6th page of records]

[This is written on a blank page as opposed to a pre-printed one for Births]
Births

Joseph H. Cook May 16th 1847
Edna S. Cook Aug. 15th 1849

Waitstill F.[?] Cook Jan.8th 1880
Gordon L. Cook April 13th 1885

George W. Cook Nov.25th 1889
Beatrice L. Cook Mar.22nd 1898 Tues. afternoon 5 o’clock

Edna L. Cook Aug.27th 1916 Sun. night
Merton W. Cook Mar.19th 1918

Clayton M. Cook Sept.15th 1920 Wed. morn
Gladys A. Cook Nov.22nd 1924 Sat. morn

George L.[?] Cook Mar.9th 1926 Mon. morn
Eula Beatrice Cook Sept.12th 1932 Mon. morn
[7th page of records]

[This is written on a blank page as opposed to a pre-printed one for Births]
Births
[this page only contains a repetition of births already given on previous pages, but the following two new
notations are made]

Grandpa Cook been dead
Grandma Cook been dead

1947
1917
30 yrs.

1947
1920
27 yrs.
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HISTORY SECTIO#

In this issue of The Argus we offer four articles of historical interest to the members. It has always been difficult in our archives over the years to answer reference questions presented to us on the many “Tusket Islands.”
It is encouraging to have two articles in this issue that deal specifically with this subject.
Daniel Jacquard of Comeau’s Hill has written Part I of an article that chronicles the history of the lighthouse
on Pease’s Island. We hope the members will appreciate his hard work in putting this article together.
Lighthouses have been an important part of the life and culture of the seafaring people of Argyle. This article
helps document a subject that has been too little written about.

Society member Donnie Jacquard has always been an important contributor to our Society’s efforts to preserve
the history of this corner of Nova Scotia. He has written articles previously for The Argus and has also been
an important member of Society’s Board of Directors in past years. His article on Ellenwood’s Island complements Daniel Jacquard’s very nicely. Donnie has been generous in letting us publish this article, which is an
excerpt from his upcoming book on the history of the lobster fishery in this part of Nova Scotia. Even today,
when this is such an important part of the local economy, very little has been written and published about this
important industry. Many people await the publication of his book with a good deal of eagerness.

Donnie Jacquard has also written an article here on the tuna fishing industry, and the long-held belief that the
great aviator, Amelia Earhart, made a brief appearance in Wedgeport in the early 1930’s.
Our final article is written by Derrick Cottreau, who worked on an important project for our archives from
early January until the end of March. He has written an English account of the small settlement on Morris
Island known as “Chez les Damases.” This is one of those small but vital communities that flourished for a
short time only to be abandoned in subsequent years.

We are always looking for articles for upcoming issues. The stories that make up the history of Argyle are
carried by all of us. Please! Pick up your pen, and write down that special story that you carry, about growing
up in this part of Nova Scotia, or having visited here from other places, to touch base with family and roots
found in this place. All these stories need telling. They all need to be recorded. That is what the Argus is for
- and your stories are needed and valued too.

Enjoy this issue!

- Peter Crowell
Editor
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History of Pease’s Island Lighthouse
And it’s Keepers
Signpost of the Sea
Part I

by
Daniel Jacquard
Introduction

In the early days of sail, navigation was hazardous at the very best of times. While many souls were lost far

from shore during intense storms, most tragedies occurred nearer to land. Unable to see where he was going,
the captain would simply veer off-course onto the many hazards such as hidden rocks and shoals. Shipmasters
constantly had to deal with fog, darkness, strong winds, and blinding snowstorms, or a combination of two or
more. To avoid tragedy the captain had to know where he was at all times. The best way for him to avert
these many hazards, other than his knowledge and his experience, was to actually see where he was going.
During daylight hours and in fine weather this was generally not a problem, however at night or during
reduced visibility his task became very difficult, or near impossible. Seacoast lights or “Signposts of the Sea”
as F.A.Talbot once described a lighthouse, was a solution to this never-ending battle against the sea.
The first form of lighthouse was simply huge bonfires burning high upon a headland and was a practice dating
back before the oldest books of the Bible. The“ Pharos” were responsible for one of the first and most famous
“authentic” lighthouses, built in Egypt of course, completed about 300 B.C. It was considered to be one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world because of its huge 400-foot tower. It guided seafarers into the Egyptian
port of Alexandria for over 1600 years. The French at Louisbourg built Canada’s first lighthouse in 1733. The
English built a similar one on Sambro Island (off Halifax Harbor) in 1758. Because of their importance to
shipping, lighthouses were erected everywhere possible to aid seafaring navigators. In Canada by the late
1950’s 3000 lights had been built with 350 of them located in Nova Scotia. The varied shapes of lighthouses
changed over the years mainly because of engineering advancements.
The type of construction was sometimes determined by the availability of building materials or ease of transporting materials to the site. Oftentimes timbers had to be hauled to remote areas over land with no roads, or
to remote islands over rough seas. Some were constructed with huge stones and cement so as to withstand the
pounding surf. Similarly their shape and size was often dictated by the same set of conditions. As to their outward appearances light stations were all unique in shape and color. While some were simply white others
were painted with day marks such as horizontal red bands, vertical stripes, black squares, circles etc. making
each light identifiable in the daytime.
Illumination

At first, open fires gave way to oil fed lanterns using whale or seal oil. These products came with their own set
of problems. In the cold the oil congealed and would have to be preheated. Later these fuels became scarce
and very expensive. Whale and seal oil gave way to a vegetable oil called calza and then a mineral oil that
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later became known as kerosene, which by the way, was invented by a Nova Scotian, Abraham Gesner.

Along with the different oils, the wicks were constantly being improved upon as well but there still remained
the same age-old problem. The burning of oils etc. created a sooty deposit on components that constantly had
to be cleaned, a dirty job that nobody wanted. With the advent of kerosene vapor lamps this chore was not
eliminated but improved upon. Instead of a wick, a mantle was used which produced a far cleaner and brighter
light. A hand pump was used to pressurize a tank with air to feed fuel to the lamp. In fact some of today’s
camp lights still use a mantle with propane as fuel but as in the past the biggest drawback of course is the
mantle itself. At the slightest touch or whisper of air an unprotected mantle would disintegrate and would then
have to be replaced.

"The Pease’s Island Lighthouse circa 1890. The man shown is "the Old Baker" (Thomas C. Baker), first lighthouse
keeper at Pease Island. The women shown are probably his wife, daughters and some visitors. This photograph was
used on the cover of our 2003 Heritage Calendar,now sold out. This photograph belongs to the National Archives of
Canada, Ottawa, C-086497.ATCHA Photo #P2002:108"

Another drawback of using fuel-burning lamps was that the light produced was of low intensity or candlepower. Instead of trying to make the light brighter one solution found was to use available light combined with
parabolic reflectors called catoptrics or catatropic lights. Copper sheets were formed into a parabolic curve,
plated with silver and then highly polished. By placing the reflector behind the lamp, this technique increased
the intensity by concentrating the beam. While half the light was lost using this method it remained in use for
many years probably due to the simplicity and cost effectiveness of such a system. The biggest advancement
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however was electricity. The new electric lights produced a far brighter light than ever before and for a fraction of the cost, with virtually no maintenance.

Another consideration was the revolving nature of some lights. The lights themselves, and/or the reflectors,
would revolve at predetermined rates of rotation. To accomplish this the unit was floated on a thin bed of liquid mercury to reduce friction and drag. A mechanism similar to a grandfather clock was then used to power it.
A heavy weight, which hung inside the tower, was wound by hand and in turn made the whole thing work.
Once fully wound some would go for 12 hours before
needing rewinding. This pre-determined rate of rotation
gave the appearance of the light going on and off. For
example, visible for 15 seconds with intervals of 45 seconds between flashes. Since each lighthouse was given a
personalized set of flashes and intervals one could then
pinpoint his location by recognizing which light was
being displayed and take appropriate action to avoid the
hazards.

The lens from the old Yarmouth Light, now held at the
Yarmouth County Museum. Digital photo by Daniel
Jacquard, 2009.

Other major improvements came in the form of a new
refracting system called dioptic. While lenses were being
used to magnify light, it wasn’t until Augustin Fresnel, a
French physicist and engineer, who perfected the
“Fresnel” lens, that significant advances were made.
The Fresnel lens involved a very complicated array of
prismatically cut lenses arranged mathematically to
exacting specifications so as to reflect and refract light
into a very intense and focused beam. An excellent
example can be seen at the Yarmouth County Museum
on Collins St. in Yarmouth. This lens is the original lens
taken from the Cape Forchu Lighthouse in Yarmouth
County. This piece of equipment was very expensive and
very heavy. It was built in Paris at a cost of $38,000 and
weighed 3300 pounds consisting of 360 prisms. Another
similar example exists in Halifax at the Nova Scotia
Museum, it having come from the old Sambro light.

Foghorns
When reading about lighthouses the foghorn is only rarely mentioned but it also played a very important role.
During reduced visibility the horn was the only aid standing between you and disaster. The early horns were
simple hand held models and used only to answer distress calls from ships. With new technology came stationary hand operated models or steam fog whistles such as that installed on Seal Island in 1870. I mention only a
few different models of foghorns here but similarly each had it’s own unique set of intervals for the same reasons I have mentioned for the lights. Those of us today who live near coastal waters can attest to the haunting
bellow of the foghorn. At times it will sound 24 hours a day for days and weeks on end during the fogbanks of
summer or the snow squalls of winter. I’m reminded almost daily of this fact when I step outdoors and hear
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the Candle Box lighthouse, which is located four to five kilometres away from my home in Comeau’s Hill.
But for the people who lived in lighthouses this very loud and constant “ ah-ooo-gah” must have been torture.
In fact I would make a comparison to someone living next to busy train station. In interviews, those that experienced life in a lighthouse either recall this memory with love or distain. For the keepers it involved the arduous task of having to manually sound that horn at specified times, for hours or days at a time. It’s no wonder a
keeper always had his helpers. Again it was the advent of electricity that put an end to this mundane way of
life.
Servicing

The servicing of remote lighthouses, bell buoys and other navigational aids was and still is a very costly
endeavor requiring specialized vessels and trained crews. These government supply ships had to transport all
the supplies needed to maintain the light and its keepers at regular intervals. Food and supplies, coal for heat,
barrels of lamp oil, building materials for repairs and yes, even livestock. In some locations the waters were
treacherous and made delivery of these items a difficult and sometimes dangerous challenge. These sometimes-large ships had to anchor off shore and by using dories, transport over many trips all the supplies needed
to each Island. In fact, in most every case, every supply ship that was ever built was lost in the very waters
being protected by the lighthouses they were attempting to service. In rare cases captain and crews were lost
as well. Today the Canadian Coast Guard and the different agencies of the Minister of Transport share the
responsibility of tending these aids. To avoid the dangerous landings by boat, today helicopters perform much
of this work.
Call For Help

The need for a lighthouse is expressed in a letter dated January 7th, 1879 written by Mr. N. L. Trefry to the
Yarmouth Herald. Being a resident of Ellenwood’s Island he was witness to the problems faced by sailors.
The local economy was dependant on ships arriving and departing safely with their cargo since it was the
major means of transporting goods and people at that time. In it he stresses the need for a light to guide ships
through Ellenwood’s and Schooner Passages. He states that in 46 days starting on November 17th he had

counted 322 vessels of all different sorts going up and down the passages. In his assessment he suggests the
best placement of suitable lights would be on both the north and south entrances of these passages. One reason
these passages were so important was that they were among the safest and shortest routes for ships to reach
their destination. Another was that Ellenwood’s harbour was the principle harbour among the Islands, being
well protected from the heaving seas and used for anchorage by many vessels. Whether or not Mr. Trefry was
aware of it, a plan was already in the works to correct this problem. Three months prior to this, a tender dated
2 September 1878 had been placed in the September 12th issue of the Yarmouth Herald. The ad was placed by
the Deputy Minister of Marine, Mr. W. M. Smith, and called for the construction of a wooden Lighthouse
Tower with attached dwelling and outbuildings on Pease’s Island, County of Yarmouth.
Pease’s Island Light
1879

One year later The Deputy Minister of Marine, Mr. William Smith, issued a notice that beginning 1st
September 1879, a “Lighthouse erected by the Government of Canada on the south point of Pease’s Island
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would be put in operation. Located at Latitude N 43º 37΄ 35”. Longitude W.66° 1’ 40”. The Main or sea light
will be revolving Catoptric, showing alternately red and white, each color visible for 15 seconds, with intervals of 45 seconds between the flashes. It is elevated 56 feet above high water mark and in clear weather
should be seen 12 miles from all points of approach from the southward, and also through the Schooner and
Ellenwood Passages. A fixed red Catoptric light will also be shown from a window in the tower 16 feet below
the main light. It is intended to mark the channel between the two dangers known as the Old Man and the Old
Woman Rocks, and is therefore, visible between the bearings W. by N. ½ N. and N.W. by N., and in no other
directions. It should be visible 4 miles. The tower is a wooden building painted white, and consists of a square
tower 42 feet high from base to vane on lantern, with a keeper’s dwelling attached.”

This Lighthouse locater map was featured in our 2003 Heritage Calendar (now out of print), for the month of May.

This site selection probably did not meet with Mr. Trefry’s favour, however it seems at least that some of his
issues were dealt with. In fact it would not be before 1902 that Bell Buoys would be placed at the southern
approaches of both Ellenwood’s and Schooner passages along with a few other buoys to the north. Note: A
buoy is basically a floating device anchored or moored by chains to the seabed to a heavy block of cement
called “sinkers” to prevent its displacement. Sinkers can range in weight from 500 lbs. to six tons. Their intent
is to mark the safe passageway in or out of any possible hazard. If a bell were present, rough seas would make

p.00

The Argus Vol.21 #o.1

Spring 2009

p.23

the buoy bob to and fro in such a way that the bell would sound to warn of danger. Today some buoys are also
equipped with lights and sounding devices.
Pease’s First Keeper

Thomas Crosby Baker was the youngest of seven children, and was born 26 Jan. 1838 in Arcadia, Yarmouth
County. He was the son of Edward, son of Jonathan 1st of Beverly, who had arrived in Yarmouth in 1764. At

the age of 25, Thomas married, 2 June 1863, Annie Allen the daughter of Reuben Allen of Melbourne,
Yarmouth County. In 1872 he purchased a home at Arcadia Corner being the last house in what is known
today as “The Lane”. He sold it in 1883 and today it remains virtually unchanged since that time. Being a carpenter by trade, sometime around 1870, he entered into a business agreement with William Brown, William
Bridgeo, George F. Boyd and Ansel Robbins Jr., when they purchased the “Arcadia Factory”. On the A. F.
Church map the factory is listed as the “Planing Mill” and was located on the site where Lyon’s of Arcadia had
their retail outlet for many years. A notice placed in the Yarmouth Herald in May of 1870 advised the public of
their new enterprise. The new woodworking firm of Baker, Bridgeo, and Brown began operations on 28 April
1870 and immediately began upgrading the equipment. The water wheel was replaced with a new and more
powerful one that would be capable of operating the entire facility. Improvements were made to the carding
machine and an experienced man was hired to operate it. The gristmill was also modernized so as to ensure

Arcadia, 1891. The last house shown at the far right is the Thomas Baker house, when he lived in Arcadia. To the left,
the long industrial looking building, behind the clump of trees, is probably the building he and others had their "planing
mill" and other interest milling interests in. Photo courtesy of the Yarmouth County Museum Archives, Laura Lawson
Collection.
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“complete and first class work”. To prevent any delays an experienced man was always in attendance. A new
threshing machine would be added and be in operation in time for the fall harvest and by September 1st it was
ready. Planing, sawing and special order moldings of all sizes were being produced on site. This firm was also
responsible for building many of Yarmouth’s finest homes. A lasting memorial to their handiwork is evident in
the magnificent interior of the Holy Trinity Church on William St. in Yarmouth.

An 1890 excursion to the Tusket Islands. This photo shows a large group of men on Pease’s Island, awaiting the chowder that is being cooked on the beach. Photo courtesy Yarmouth County Museum Archives, from the Laura Lawson collection.

With nothing to prove to the contrary, it is possible that Thomas Baker was involved in the construction of the
new light, but in any case only nine short years after the Arcadia Factory was purchased, Thomas Baker sold
his interest in the Arcadia company, to Mr.Samuel Crosby, on 5 February 1879. Thus he would begin a new
chapter in his life, for on 1 September of that year he would assume his new duties as Keeper of The Pease’s
Island Lighthouse. So it was that at the age of 41 he, his wife and eight children ranging in age from 15 years
to seven months, would leave everything they knew, and everyone they loved, to live on a remote and isolated
bit of land completely surrounded by ocean. One cannot imagine the courage needed to even contemplate such
a move. As David E. Stevens writes, “It takes a different sort of person to tend a light. They are a breed apart
from the rest of mankind.” While this may be true, what of his family?

His wife and children too must have also been special people to undertake such a challenge. The Keeper’s life
was one of loneliness and little reward, yet one of service to their fellow man. Many keepers must have loved
their position of trust and devotion because some served for many years. In some cases it was a family tradi-
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tion. The son learned from the father, and either stayed on to help, or in some cases took over the responsibility of keeper. As late as 1901, five of Baker’s unmarried children were still with their father sharing the duties.
Daughters Margaret age 36, Mary age 26, sons Ross, Fred (Frederick) and Gordon aged 25, 23 and 20 years
respectively. This was the same year that their mother Annie died at their Yarmouth home on Forbes Street, at
the age of 59. So it appears that not only the sons learned from their father, but the daughters as well. It was
soon after this that the remaining boys moved on to other endeavors and that the two girls moved to town
probably to the family home.
In the 1911 Census new helpers are on the scene. Timothy Boudreau age 27, his wife Philomene age 28 and
their two children William age 7 and Geneva age 3. A closer look at who these new helpers were revealed to
me that Charles Timothée Boudreau of Wedgeport was my great uncle, a brother to my great-grandfather,
Nectaire Boudreau. As was the case in many instances, helpers were not necessarily paid, but allowed to go
fishing from the Island and live rent free, so to speak, and in turn helped with the chores. There is nothing to
indicate how long he remained on the Island but I believe it was only a short time. Timothée died sometime
before 1928 and his wife remarried in the Clare area.

As I discovered, helpers came and went with some frequency without much fanfare. Because of this I will
undoubtedly miss a few names. There is, however, at least one more I have not mentioned. Sometime around
1913 William (Willy) Robbins Sr. of Amirault’s Hill applied for, and received, the paid position of helper. He
and his wife Margaret (Maggit) moved to the Island to assume their duties. They had adopted, though not
legally, George Warner, some think at the time George was 10 to 15 years of age. In any case George found
himself on Pease’s Island as well, and also became a helper. On 27 Jan 1920 William (Willy) Robbins Jr. was
born, on land, but it was not long before mother and child moved back to the Island. Willy told me he was two
years old when his father left Pease’s Island and moved to Abram’s River, so Willy Robbins, Sr. supposedly
stayed for nine years in total. The now late George Warner of Abram’s River recounted a story to Willy
Robbins Jr. years later about an incident that occurred while living on Pease’s about the “Old Baker” as he
called him. While holding two pumpkins in his arms Mr. Baker asked young George jokingly “Did you ever
see two pumpkins go up in the air and come down as squash?” While George was thinking of an answer Mr.
Baker slipped and fell. The two pumpkins flew out of his hands, sailed through the air and came crashing to
the ground breaking into many pieces. George just stood there for a moment quite speechless and then looked
at Mr. Baker shyly and said, “Did you ever see two pumpkins go up in the air and come down as squash?” It
was a story George told with a smile on his face and treasured for many years.

Finally in around 1917 at the age of 79, Mr. Baker retired from his position he had held for approximately 38
years, making him one of the longest serving keepers in Nova Scotia and no doubt in Canada. Shortly thereafter he received from the Government of the Dominion of Canada The Long Service Medal. I believe that for
the remainder of his life he lived with his two unmarried daughters for on 21 October 1922 at the age of 84 he
died from complications of pneumonia at his home on Forbes St in Yarmouth. He is buried in the Arcadia
Cemetery along with his wife Annie, his son Thomas Jr., and his two daughters, Margaret who died in 1942
and Mary who died in 1953. We will never know just how many tragedies were averted or how many lives
were saved because of his long and devoted service to the men who sailed the sea.

Part II

In Part two we will visit the life of Pease’s next keeper John Léo Surette and his family.
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Amelia Earhart and Wedgeport Tuna Fishermen
by Donnie Jacquard

This article does not prove or disprove anything, but it may shed some light on certain aspects of local history.

I have discovered through many years of research that oral history is much more trustworthy than most people
believe. A storyteller’s main story is usually based on facts, although small details often need to be confirmed.
I grew up with two excellent storytellers in my neighbourhood, Evé LeBlanc (1878-1978) and his nephew,
Israel Pothier (1903-1996). In their younger days, they were both duck hunters and were members of what
you could only call the duck hunters’ brotherhood. I was especially keen to hear their stories connected with
this sport. Of course, there were many other yarns as well.
Evé recalled the time his wife, Rose (à Maximin) had run into the house completely out of breath one night,
exclaiming that she had seen the Devil himself. Evé’s investigation confirmed that indeed the Devil had
arrived, in the form of automobile headlights, the first that they had seen in Wedgeport.

One of Evé’s favourite stories was about the time he and his younger brother, Henri, were nearly downed in
their dory after harpooning an albacore [tuna] in the Tusket River. The desperate fish was supposed to drag
along a wooden keg, that is, until it jammed in the bow of the dory, and with a short rope, the tuna was hauling the two fishermen underwater.

I remember Israel telling me about the possible murder in Lower Wedgeport that was never investigated; a tale
that haunted the local Doctor, Israel and perhaps me as well, as I am mentioning it here. If this did in fact
happen, it was early in the twentieth century, before Dr. Willard O’Brien’s era (written about in the last issue
of The Argus).
Israel Pothier, the son of Joe Pothier of Lower Wedgeport, used
to tell the story about the time American aviator, Amelia Earhart
and some of her friends were spotted walking along the road in
Lower Wedgeport. Being a hot, late summer’s day in the
1930’s, Earhart and her companions were simply looking for a
drink of water when they made a stop at Joe Pothier’s house.
According to Israel, Amelia Earhart and her entourage were
members of a group of tuna sports fishermen testing their
angling abilities in the Wedgeport area. She was world reknowned for her piloting skills, her line of clothes and her push
for female equality, but no claims or records exist to indicate
that Earhart herself was a tuna fisher.

Amelia Earhart, 1897-1937

It is more likely that Amelia Earhart and her friends made a stop
at Joe Pothier’s general store, next-door to his house. This public business would have appeared more accessible to visitors
from elsewhere than a private dwelling. Joe Pothier was handling general merchandise and gasoline, and he owned the last
telephone at the southernmost end of Lower Wedgeport in 1934.
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Government records show that Joe’s daughter, Zeta Pothier, was postmistress at this store from 12 May 1941
to 17 December 1954. I vaguely recall the Lower Wedgeport Post Office situated at this store in the early
1950’s.

Another story attributed to Israel Pother and his uncle, Captain Evé LeBlanc, was the claim that tuna fishing
by rod and reel started in Wedgeport in 1935.

I listened to many stories told by my neighbour Evé LeBlanc and my friend, Israel Pothier, and I have no reason to dispute either of them. The Amelia Earhart encounter and the inauguration of Wedgeport tuna fishing
have always intriqued me because they are part of my community’s history. But they are also a part of
Canadian and American history, and I felt there was some value in trying to verify the accuracy of the stories.

Israel Pothier held an Honorary Doctorate from
Université Sainte-Anne and he was a staunch supporter of that institution. He was a former Municipal
Councilor, the manager of the Wedgeport Tuna
Guides Association, and he was the Nova Scotia
Sergeant at Arms in the Provincial Legislature from
1950 to 1957. After the Progressive Conservative
victory in the provincial election of 30 October 1956,
Israel received a letter from Arthur Donahue advising
him that the people of Nova Scotia no longer required
his services. After the Liberal victory in October
1970, Israel wrote a letter to Art Donahue, informing
him that the people of Nova Scotia no longer required
his services. Israel’s wife, Emilie, was of the opinion
that a gentleman of Israel’s stature would not send
such a letter - and in the end, it was never sent.

Israel Pothier was a former captain in the Canadian
Army, a shooting instructor, and a superb marksman
who shot peppermint candies out of the air with a .22
calibre rifle. He would impress his new army recruits
by laying empty .303 calibre brass shells flat on a
table and then shoot them off without touching the
tabletop. One time at a fair in Wedgeport, he shot
Willie Murphy’s cigarette from his mouth. He admitted to me in confidence that both he and Willie had
had a few drinks before their famous stunt. When he
Israel Pothier of Lower Wedgeport, NS. ATCHA photo.
returned home that day, his mother, Louise, had
already heard the story. She asked her son what
course of action he would have taken if Willie Murphy had been shot, and it was only then that Israel understood the seriousness of his actions. Israel never told lies, as his wife, Emilie, would not allow it.

As many of our Society members will know, I have been researching the history of the lobster fishery in this
part of Nova Scotia for some time, and hope to publish a book on this subject next year. I am interested in
many aspects of the history of Wedgeport and the fishery - so in my research have gleaned other information
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as well, not always pertaining to the lobster fishery. Although there were exceptions, prior to the 1920’s, few
if any large tuna were successfully landed by rod and reel anywhere in the world. This was largely due to the
inadequate equipment produced at that time. A small quantity of commercially caught Lobster Bay bluefin
tuna were being captured during the 1920’s and shipped to the American markets via the Yarmouth to Boston
steamers. Some of the tuna at this time came from Clark’s Habour, Shag Harbour, Wood’s Harbour, Pubnico
and Wedgeport weir fishermen. Harpoon fishermen from Wedgeport, and a few from Pubnico, Shag Harbour
and Argyle were also catching tuna in the Tusket River and Lobster Bay waters.

In the 1920’s harpooning tuna became a small industry in Wedgeport, and three fishermen mentioned in the
Yarmouth newspapers connected with this enterprise were Jean-Baptiste Pothier, his brother, Lauréné Pothier
and Evé LeBlanc. It was noted that LeBlanc would often bring along tourists on his fishing boat christened
The Judge, built by Trovée Surette of Surette’s Island. Other pioneer harpoon fishermen were Abel Pothier,
Tim Pothier, my grandfather, Odilon LeBlanc and his brother, Louis LeBlanc. Sharks were also hunted in the
river and in the bay, as a substantial market existed for shark liver.

According to the Yarmouth Herald, 125 tuna were harpooned in the summer of 1932, and Basil Belliveau of
Belliveau’s Cove [Digby County] was canning tuna in Wedgeport, probably at the recently closed lobster cannery. Weir fishermen may also have been supplying Belliveau with tuna. No one in Wedgeport seems to
recall Belliveau’s tuna canning business, so perhaps it did not have a long life.

The largest tuna ever weighed in Wedgeport, harpooned by Louis LeBlanc and Tim Pothier, in the early
1930’s, tipped the scales at 1130 pounds. My aunt, Ethel LeBlanc recalled after returning from school with
her friend, Marion LeBlanc, her mother telling her about the large tuna just landed at the wharf by her uncle,
Louis LeBlanc. Ethel ran to the pier to see this and she was amazed at the thickness of the monster fish
stretched out on the wharf.

S. Kip Farrington, Jr. wrote in his book, Fishing the Atlantic, page 4, “In fact, Wedgeport is probably the
greatest of the big fish holes in the world … While tuna fish had been taken in the Lobster Bay tide rips commercially for many years, it remained for one of the world’s greatest anglers, Michael Lerner, to discover and
pioneer the rod-and-reel fishing there in 1935.”

Tommy Gifford, who was New Yorker Michael Lerner’s fishing guide in 1955, wrote in Anglers and
Muscleheads, pages 65-68 that he and Lerner were returning home from an unsuccessful tuna fishing trip in
Liverpool, NS when they stopped for gas at a service station in Arcadia. They were stunned by a picture on a
wall there of an 1100-pound tuna harpooned in Wedgeport. This was likely the Tim Pothier-Louis LeBlanc
bluefin.

Guide Tommy Gifford and angler Michael Lerner, both inducted in the Sport Fishing Hall of Fame, changed
their plans and headed to Wedgeport and Soldier’s Rip in the late summer of 1935. Gifford found some mackerel and ice and they were ready to fish the next morning. They hired a local fisherman’s dory and Gifford
installed a gimbal in the forward seat to hold the fishing rod. Gifford and his mater, Bounce Anderson rowed
the dory, while Lerner sat with the rod in the front seat.
According to Gifford, Lerner landed two tuna that first day, a 311-pound fish and a 378-pounder on a 51thread line. Meanwhile, the tuna fishing news spread quickly, and on the second day, 300 spectators and a
musical band joined the fishermen out on the water. This time Evé LeBlanc hauled the tuna fishing dory to
the tuna grounds with his lobster boat, and Lerner landed a 275-pounder and a 390-pounder. On the third day,
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Kip Farrington joined the fishing party and he caught a 135-pound bluefin, while Mrs. Farrington reeled in a
175-pound tuna. “Mrs. Farrington, a fine angler and a real sport, was the first woman to take a tuna in those
waters,” wrote Gifford.

According to local history, Evé LeBlanc, Israel Pothier, and Kip Farrington all believed that Lerner and
Gifford had started tuna sport-fishing in Wedgeport in 1935. Tommy Gifford did not stake that claim in his
book, but it appears to be implied. This assumption is wrong, as two newspaper articles prove that Evé
LeBlanc was guiding tuna anglers in 1934.

On August 31, 1934 the Yarmouth Herald printed an article entitled, “Tuna Sought Off Yarmouth With Rod
and Reel.” The article reads, “On Wednesday Cummings Catherwood of Philadelphia, a party fishing out of
Wedgeport, with Captain Evvie LeBlanc as guide were successful in sighting several of the big fellows. They
hooked two fish, it is reported, but they were not successful in landing either of the big fellows. The party of
six who are in Yarmouth on board Catherwood’s big yacht Valkyrie, a handsome schooner rigged craft commanded by Captain Conary and is registered in Philadelphia, will return to Lobster Bay fishing grounds today
to renew their attempt to take one of the big fellows by rod.” Aboard Evé LeBlanc’s tuna boat were
Catherwood, Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, Miss Elizabeth Haskell, Elson Leitas and Miss Betty Bradley, all of
Philadelphia. Regretfully, there were no further reports about those tuna anglers.

A few weeks later, on September 11, 1934, the Yarmouth Herald printed an article entitled, “Sportsmen Will
Try for Wedgeport Tuna.” The Herald informed its readers that Lucius B. Manning of Chicago had been fishing tuna along the Nova Scotia coast aboard his yacht Aloma, and the biggest fish and most plentiful schools
were seen between Seal Island and Wedgeport. Manning was joined by his wife and three daughters, Gene,
Medreith[sic] and Kay, along with two guests, Mr. and Mrs. Sheridan of Chicago. They were expected to go
sport fishing with Evé LeBlanc, the high line tuna harpooner over the past three seasons in Wedgeport.

These two Yarmouth Herald articles definitely illustrate that Evé LeBlanc was guiding American tuna anglers
in the summer of 1934, exactly one year before the generally accepted inaugeration date. These newspaper
items do not prove that tuna fishing started in 1934 in Yarmouth County waters, perhaps it commenced at an
even earlier date; they do not prove that bluefins were actually boated that summer. In fact, it appears they
were not. Tommy Gifford wrote that Lerner landed the first tuna in Wedgeport by rod and reel in 1935, and
that is probably accurate. Gifford and Lerner were the first to succeed, but they were not the first to try.

The reader may ask where Amelia Earhart fits into this story? The connection with Amelia Earhart, is that at
about the same time as Evé was guiding tuna fishers in the summer of 1934, the Yarmouth Herald-Telegram
confirmed that Amelia Earhart had been incognito in Yarmouth County for about two weeks and visiting at a
private club in Argyle with her sister. Earhart was spotted boarding the New York steamer at the Eastern Dock
in Yarmouth. An employee of the Jersey Air Port confirmed this claim, and Yarmouth Tourism Director, Floris
V. Currier had interviewed the famous aviator.

It is interesting to note that Amelia Earhart was a visitor in Yarmouth County at the same time as tuna fisherman Lucius B. Manning, who was president of the Aviation Corporation (AVCO). In 1936, American
President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt anchored his yacht in the Tusket River and went tuna fishing with
Captain Evé LeBlanc. That same year, Roosevelt was re-elected president, and one of the largest individual
contributions to his re-election campaign, the sum of $25,000 was made by none other than Lucius B.
Manning. It is well documented that Amelia Earhart was a close friend of the Roosevelts, especially with First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. When Earhart was lost on 2 July 1937, FDR dispatched sixty-six aircraft and nine
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American naval ships, at a cost of four million dollars, to search for the lost aviator. After sixteen days, the
search was called off.

Even though there was a Roosevelt-Manning-Earhart connection, as yet no solid proof exists to confirm that
Amelia Earhart was at Joe Pothier’s house or store at the same time as those tuna sports fishermen in 1934.
Perhaps the truth will never be known. Another interesting fact is that one of the world’s great anglers, and
well known in Wedgeport, was John Manning, and one of Amelia Earhart’s navigators was ship Captain Harry
Manning. I’ll have to continue my investigation. I wonder if there is a link with all these Mannings and NFL
quarterbacks, brothers Payton Manning and Eli Manning?
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ELLE#WOOD ISLA#D
Taken from Lobstering Southwestern !ova Scotia
by
Donnie Jacquard

Editor’s note: There are one or two terms used in this article that may not be familiar to all our readers. We provide definitions
here.
Smack - a single-masted sailing-boat for coasting or fishing
Well-smack - a smack with a reservoir for water, in this case salt-water, for transporting lobsters
Tomalley - (alternative spelling: “tomale”) or lobster paste is the soft, green substance found in the body cavity of lobsters that fulfils the functions of both the liver and the pancreas. Tomalley corresponds to the hepatopancreas in other arthropods. It is considered a delicacy and may be eaten alone but is often added to sauces for flavour. The term lobster paste or lobster paté can also be
used to indicate a mixture of tomalley and lobster roe.

Three of the sixty-five grantees of land in Yarmouth Township in April 1767 bore the family surname

“Ellenwood.” There was Benjamin Ellenwood, his son Benjamin, and the third was Samuel Ellenwood. They
received a total acreage surpassing two thousand acres and this possibly included the island that now bears
their family name. Provincial documents seem to contradict this as they indicate Robert McKinnon was the
original owner of the Tusket Islands of Ellenwood, Owl’s Head, Holmes, John’s and the Half Bald …

Having a superstitious tendency, Captain Harold d’Entremont was born in the year before 1914, and from his
home in West Pubnico, he traveled for the first time to Barrington by oxen and to Yarmouth by boat. He
sailed as a teenager to Ellenwood Island in 1931 on a smack trekking from Abbott’s Harbour to Crawley’s
Island in the Chebogue River. The smack was skippered by André d’Eon and later by Robert à Joe Amirault,
and it would run every day during the lobster season, weather permitting. It made stops along the way to a
number of islands, including Ellenwood. The smack would return with a load of lobsters to Abbott’s Harbour
for processing. Harold worked at the Ellenwood canning factory all spring and summer and earned $18 a
month. At that time, about a dozen shanties stood on the island and Captain Harold recalls Fred Dane and
Norman Dane of Arcadia, and Danny Swim from Rockville, fishing from Ellenwood, but most of the lobstermen were from Baccaro and Cape Sable Island. The Danes were originally from South Side (Cape Sable
Island, Shelburne County).

According to Captain Harold’s recollection, the canners landed at Ellenwood were under the nine-inch measure. The factory was handling three sizes of cans, the quarter-pound, the half-pound and the one-pound tin.
Government records confirm the three sizes of cans. A one-pound can actually contained twelve ounces of
lobster meat. The employees would cook four crates at a time from a total of thirty to eighty crates processed
each day. A crate weighed about 200 pounds. After the lobsters were cooked, the meat was canned and retorted (dry steamed) to vacuum seal the can. Wringers were squeezing the lobster meat from the smaller claws.
The small bits of lobsters attached to the tail when removed, called the tips, were canned separately, while the
tomalley was placed in small tins. Crackers were crushed and placed in the lobster cans, perhaps with the
tomalley.
Anecdote

On Nova Scotia’s North Shore, meat was sometimes added with the tomalley and ninety-six quarter pound
cans were packed in a case. The tomalley was often mixed with some lobster meat to transform lobster paste
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into a reddish colour. Many canneries didn’t bother with the tomalley. By the 1940’s, a lobster paste can and
a tin of tomalley were distinct products, as lobster paste was more refined than tomalley, and it could be
spread directly on a sandwich.

The 1911 Canadian Census recorded the following residents of Ellenwood Island:
- Jethro Swim, 53, his wife, their son Douglas and three other children
- Andrew Duncan, 43, Minnie, his wife, and six children
- Roy Nickerson, 29, his wife Maggie, and two children
- George Barnes, 35, his wife Eliza, and one daughter
- Robert Swim, 27, his wife, and their son Romie and three other children
- Charles Morton, 45 and his wife Nettie
- Herman Stoddard, 26, and his wife Mabel
- Charles Stoddard, 33, his wife Blanche and one son

Anecdote

The first Yarmouth telephone call was made in 1880 and it appears the lines to the Tusket Islands were
installed after 1905. The service may have been inaugurated in 1911 as two Tusket Islands were connected
with the service in that year, according to the Coast Guard [Shelburne, NS newspaper] of 9 March 1911. On 4
October 1916, the Wedgeport Telephone Company bought out the Murray Telephone Company and one of its
first orders of business was to replace the underwater cable from Big Tusket to Harry’s Island with aerial
wires, and an underwater cable from Eagle Island to Turpentine was to be installed. Chances are the wires ran
from Comeau’s Hill to Big Tusket Island, then on to Harris (“Harry’s”) Island. In living memory the lines
went from Comeau’s Hill to Big Tusket via Calf Island. It is interesting to note that about fifteen Wedgeport
Telephone Company shareholders were businessmen having major concerns in the lobster business. Among
them were Herbert Wall, Alfred L. LeBlanc, Horace VanHorne, Leslie Hopkins and Hugh Cann. In other
words the lobster dealers brought the telephone to the Tusket Islands.

On 18 November 1949, Mrs Clarence Boudreau was charged twenty cents to make a phone call from Edmund
LeBlanc’s store in Lower Wedgeport to Harris Island. Today the phones on the islands have the same 663
exchange number as Wedgeport and the service is maintained by telephone lines, underwater cables and
microwave towers at Deep Cove, Harris Island, Ellenwood and John’s Island. Talk persists that the old system
will not be replaced as most people and boats have cell or satellite phones, although the service is less than
perfect. The Municipality of Argyle Warden, Aldric d’Entremont, has been assured by Aliant that corrections
will be initiated. Lobster-boat captains are not impressed with the present service, especially when it went
from analog to digital in 2008.

The Coast Guard reported that one of the first telephone calls to the islands was for the assistance of the
steamer LeBlanc (probably the B & M LeBlanc), to aid the barque Kaleva that had run ashore at White Head
Island in Lobster Bay …

In 1933, George Killam and Bernard S. Robbins of Yarmouth, along with Captain Alfred L. LeBlanc and
Captain Rodolphe LeBlanc, both of Wedgeport, bought out the Mud Island Lobster Company assets at
Ellenwood Island. By 1940, George Killam’s two shares and Bernard S. Robbins’ share were bought by David
Z. LeBlanc, son of Alfred L. Both Alfred and Rodolphe LeBlanc retained their shares. In addition to lobsters,
there was also a salt cod business in operation at Ellenwood.
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This large gathering on Ellenwood's Island took place 23 June 1892. Photo courtesy of the Yarmouth County Museum
Archives, the Laura Lawson Collection.

Manuel LeBlanc of Wedgeport started lobster fishing at Ellenwood in the 1930’s as a hired man with his
father, Benoit. Manuel and his father were lured to Ellenwood because his mother’s brother, Captain
Rodolphe LeBlanc was one of the island’s owners. Manuel remembers David Z. LeBlanc buying lobsters
there. Charlie Dodge coming with his well-smack from the United States to pick up lobsters. The crustaceans
were hauled to their American destination while kept in crates inside the smack’s saltwater well. Manuel
recalls Captain Frank d’Eon with the Seretha II calling on Ellenwood, hauling lobsters, mail and other freight,
including ice cream sold at the store there, run by Florence LeBlanc, David Z. LeBlanc’s wife. Lobsters in
two hundred pound crates were dumped loose aboard the Seretha II’s wells and then they were transferred to
the Amentia or the Corticelli in Yarmouth for transportation to their American destination.
Manuel remembers lobstermen working hard while fishing from Ellenwood. He saw Ronnie Swim at four in
the morning under the glow of a lantern dragging lobster traps on the wharf to have his traps ready at daybreak. Norman Dane’s helper, a Harrington from Melbourne, had to milk his captain’s cow before setting out
to the lobster grounds. As stated by Manuel, as many as twenty-two boats were riding on their moorings at
Ellenwood, and Howard Swim was the best lobster fisherman on the island. In the month of May, Howard
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Swim would set traps as far out as the German Bank.
Also lobstering from Ellenwood was Manuel’s uncle, Eloi LeBlanc, although his son, Billy, was at the wheel.
According to Billy LeBlanc, Romie Swim was the best lobsterman in the Tusket Islands, and he was an
authority, since he had fished as Romie’s hired man.

Manuel remembers young people coming from all over the islands to Ellenwood to play baseball or to attend
dances held in the lobster cannery buildings. Manuel confessed he would not go to the dances, since he
smelled too much like a barrel of salt bait. He also recollects ball games were held on top of the island.
Manuel LeBlanc believes Ellenwood was a good place to fish from, where he made many friends. When he
traveled for a visit to Cape Sable Island or to pick cranberries at South Side, he felt he knew everyone his age.

Anecdote

At age ninety, Manuel LeBlanc has a vivid memory. Longevity runs in Manuel’s family, as his uncle, Elizée
LeBlanc lived to age 96; his other uncle, Eloi and his aunt Alma both lived to age 95, while his mother,
Eugenie and his other uncle, Captain Rodolphe both lived beyond age 100. Manuel’s cousin Mae LeBlanc
celebrated her hundred and first birthday in 2008.
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Chez Damase

Some Introductory #otes by the Editor: Those Society members who have been with us for many years, may recall an article of
this same title that was published in the early years of our newsletter. The late Lawrence Meuse, one of our important local historians, was a direct descendant of Damase Moulaison, and had first-hand knowledge of the man. He wrote two different articles for
The Argus, on this man, one in vol.2 no.3 (1990), and another in vol.9 no.4 (1997). Both of those articles were written and published in French, so may have had limited readership among our members. It remains our policy not to translate articles, but to
publish them in the language in which they are submitted.
Derrick Cottreau came to work for our archives, on a project we are calling “An Acadian Parish Re-Born”, in January 2009. He
too is a descendant of Damase Moulaison, and wished to write a similar article in English. He gives much credit to Lawrence
Meuse for some of the information here, but make no mistake, this is very much Derrick Cottreau’s article.

There are many areas throughout Argyle Municipality where thriving small communities developed, only to be totally abandoned in
subsequent decades, due to a whole series of circumstances. Many of these places, now abandoned and consisting only of a series
of old foundations and cellars and wells, perhaps because of their abandonment, figure large in our imaginations. They are worthy
of our attention, and it is important that their history be recorded.

A note on the name “Damase.” This is a most unusual name, and to our knowledge, Damase Moulaison, is one of only two people
with this particular name to have lived in the Municipality of Argyle. English officials, in such things as census records, often give
his name as “Amos”, possibly the closest name they could conjure from the English language. In the late 1700’s and early 1800’s
Acadian families are found with some very unusual first names - such as Athanase, Onésiphore and Volusien for men. Examples of
unusual names for women include such rarities as Radegonde and Bibianne. Almost without exception, these unusual names can be
found in any encyclopedia of the Catholic saints. The names may well have been suggested, or imposed, by the parish priest, rather
than chosen by the parents in question. “Damase” is another example of this, and the saint’s name, found in good reference books,
will appear as “Pope Saint Damasus I.” The feastday for this saint is December 11th. There was also a second Pope Damasus
(II), who had a very short term in office.

Derrick in his article speaks of one the reasons for Damase Moulaison moving to Morris Island, as being the lack of firewood as
fuel in Rocco Point, where the family was previously situated. This may seem a bit puzzling to us today, but this was a very real fact
of life at the time. Although today there is a great outcry when forestry companies like the Irvings are practicing “clear-cutting”,
this was very much the practice of many of our earliest settlers. Photographs, even around 1900, of such communities as SainteAnne-du-Ruisseau and East Kemptville, often shock us today, for one can often literally “see for miles”, without a tree in sight.
More measured forestry practices came later. This type of clear-cutting was done out of necessity. Having grown up myself, on what
I would consider one the last working farms in East Kemptville, I have over the years come to understand just how much cleared
land is needed in order to sustain any substantial number of livestock. I used to think my father was just a “land-greedy” man, for
he did own a great deal of property when I was growing up. I now understand that he also needed much of this land to carry out
his farming. Although primarily a woodsman, my father for many years kept between 25-30 head of cattle, in addition to some other
farm animals. It takes a great deal of land to sustain and maintain such livestock. You need enough land to have fields that can be
harvested to provide winter feed for the animals, and you also need enough land to set these same animals out to graze for the summer months, without consuming their winter food. Most Acadian and English families in Argyle had limited acreage. The average
would probably have been between 75-150 acres. Almost everyone attempted to sustain themselves with enough animals to provide
their own dairy products and some of their meat needs as well. So people cleared land to accommodate these needs, and these animals - which usually included cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens and sometimes horses. Often families had to acquire wood-lots elsewhere, sometimes at great distances from the homestead, and a great deal of labour was involved in cutting and transporting this
fuel back to the homestead where it was needed.

A new tract of land, that could be developed into farmland, and also had a ready supply of firewood would have been a great attraction to someone like Damase Moulaison.
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Chez Damase
by
Derrick Cottreau

Around the year 1860, Damase Moulaison settled with his large family, on the extreme southwestern point of

Morris Island. On this point, a peaceful hamlet would flourish for over half a century and would become
known as “Chez les Damases.”

Damase was a native of Rocco Point, a small Acadian village located on a peninsula of land at Sainte-Annedu-Ruisseau. In 1843 Damase married a local girl, Céleste Muise, and with her built their first home close to
his father’s homestead. Once settled in their new home, the young couple started their family and devoted
themselves to cultivating the land. Rockweed or “gouémon”, which grew on the rocks on the surrounding
shores, was tilled into the earth, to increase the fertility of the soil.

As their children grew older, they began to help with the chores around the home and in the fields. They
cleared and ploughed, knowing that with proper care the land would sustain them, but after many years of
labour, the shortage of available firewood forced them to relocate.

After a year of preparation, the large family set sail
with their livestock and belongings for Morris Island.
Instead of abandoning their home, they carefully dismantled it, piece by piece, and transported the materials to their new destination. There they began immediately reconstructing their house on a hill that dominated the extreme southern point, west of a bay, that
the locals called “Le Bassin.” Additionally, the timeconsuming job of clearing land for crops became a
priority for the transplanted family.

The family was not completely isolated on this point
of land, because only two miles to the north,
Damase’s two brothers, Marc and Cyrille, had already
settled with their families years before. These two
brothers were hard-working farmers. On spring
nights, even by the light of the moon, they were often
seen building rock walls “muraille” with their children.

Not long after settling on the island Damase undertook the task of constructing a fifty-foot causeway
(“le Haul-over”), in order to connect him and his family with an island to the south. The “Ridge” as it is
now known, was surrounded by salt marsh, excellent
pasturage for his livestock. He left a twelve-foot
opening in the causeway, to permit the sea to escape
(an aboiteau?). This was a traditional passageway for Damase Moulaison, 1822-1899. ATCHA Photo #P1990:340
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the people of Surette’s Island, who had to navigate through, when going to Argyle to buy supplies.

For several decades Damase’s hamlet continued to expand.

The remains of the causeway (le Haul-over) built by Damase and his family. Digitial photo by
Derrick Cottreau, 2009.

and single
Fanny (daughter) - 24 and single
Julia (daughter) - 16 and single
Maggie (daughter) - 11
Sylvine (son) - 19 - farmer - single
Joseph (son) - 17 - farmer
Zilpha (daughter) - 21 - single
Reuben (son) - 9

The 1871 census
return shows this hamlet, in the “Argyle”
sub-district, some nine
years after his move
there. At that time
most of his family still
lived within the paternal household.
Anglophone enumerators list the household
as follows in that year.
“Amos Moulanson” age 50 - born in Nova
Scotia, Catholic French - farmer unable to read or write
Sarah (his wife) - 49
Mary (daughter) - 29
and single
Rose (daughter) - 25

Many of these children would marry, and build their homes around the paternal homestead on lands deeded to
them by Damase.

In fact, it would appear from the 1871 census return, that one of Damase’s eldest children had already established a home of their own in close proximity to the paternal homestead.
Listed directly after Damase in this census return is the household of “Simon White”, aged 33, his wife,
“Sarah”, aged 26, and their child, “John W.”, aged 1 year. This would have been Damase’s daughter, Céleste,
who married “Pierre Simon LeBlanc.”

Other children of Damase would build on surrounding lands as they became of marrying age. By the time of
the 1881 census return, this hamlet had grown considerably.

In 1881 in the household of “Amos Moulason” we find him, a farmer, aged 59; his wife, Mary C., 57; a
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Some of the Damase clan. The family of Adeline (Fitzgerald) Moulaison. Adeline is found in the front of the photo, a bit
to the left. Other people, standing, behind, left to right, young man with tie is unidentified; Urbain or Reuben Moulaison
(son of Damase and husband to Adeline); Anselme ("Sam") Fitzgerald, a brother to Adeline; Annie, sister of Adeline;
Elizabeth, another sister to Adeline. Second row - left to right - Julie, a sister of Adeline?; unidentified young woman;
the nun is Josephine Fitzgerald, sister of Adeline; the elderly woman with black bonnet is Adeline's mother, Sophique
(DeVillers) Fitzgerald, daughter of Jacques & Seraphie (LeBlanc) DeVillers and the wife of Jean Athanase Fitzgerald of
Comeau's Hill; and Alice, sister of Adeline; directly behind Isabelle. ATCHA Photo #P1991:17.

daughter, Mary, 38 , mistakenly shown as married; Julia, 24, and single; Margaret 21, and single; Joseph, 27,
single and a fisherman; Reuben, 18, single and a fisherman; and Samuel, aged 15 and single.

Living in close proximity is Samuel Brown, aged 29 and a fisherman, living in a house of his own, with his
wife, Damase’s daughter, “Sylvia”, aged 29. At that time they had four children ranging in ages from nine to
two.

A son of Damase, “Sylvine Moulason”, aged 29 and a fisherman, also is living in a home of his own. His
wife, “Jane”, was 28. Their four children ranged in age from seven to three months.

Yet another household was that of William Newton, aged 31 and a fisherman. His wife, “Rose”, another
daughter of Damase was aged 33. There were two young men in their household, perhaps only one being
their child - William Newton, aged 16 and John W., aged 5.

One of Damase’s eldest daughters (who already had her own home in 1871), is still found living here with her
husband, Simon “White” (LeBlanc). He was aged 43 and a fisherman. They had six children in their household ranging from ages 11 to two.
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For decades Damase’s hamlet continued to expand. Agriculture and fishing brought the family stability. His
sons, Sylvain (married Généviève “Jane” Surette), Joseph and Urbain (who married two Fitzgerald sisters
from Comeau’s Hill, Anne Charlotte and Marie Adeline), all built homes or established themselves on a portion of their father’s original homestead, in hopes of starting their own families and continuing life here.
Joseph and Urbain, like many men of their generation ventured south to Massachusetts “l’Amerique”, to work
in the Gloucester fisheries during the summer.

Damase’s daughter, Céleste, settled with her husband, Pierre Simon LeBlanc, on Morris Island, close to her
father’s home. Another daughter, Françoise, married Urbain (Reuben) Muise, and they initially built a home
near her father. Later they moved to Rocco Point, and from there to Wakefield, Massachusetts. Julie, another
daughter of Damase, also made her way to Wakefield, where she worked in a textiles factory. Marie, yet
another daughter of the patriarch, never married and remained on the paternal homestead. Yet another daughter, Rose, married William “Billy” Newton and built a home near her father. Later, after the death of her husband, Rose also moved to Wakefield.
Sylvie, another daughter of Damase, married Joseph Samuel Brown (“Sam Brown”), from Cape Island. Their
home was built next to Damase’s causeway, only a few yards from her sister Rose’s house.
Over time, seven families surrounded the paternal home. In the 1880’s trees were cut and a road was built to
join the lower part of Morris Island with the north, where Damase’s brothers were living. Today, this road
remains in use and it goes by the name of “le chemin des Damases”.

Damase was the patriarch of this vibrant microcosm. On Sundays, when rough seas prevented them from
attending mass on Surette’s Island, everyone gathered at the home of Damase for prayer. The parents made
sure their children received religious instruction from their grandfather, in order to prepare them for their First
Communion.

Important social events also took place at the old homestead. The Moulaisons were known far and wide for
their warm hospitality and
their large house regularly
accommodated guests
from neighbouring villages, regardless of their
number. Consequently the
large table was always laid
out in anticipation of visitors. Apart from
Christmas and New Year’s
Day, which were celebrated with great solemnity,
many people looked forward to Candlemas and
Mardi Gras, because dancing was permitted during
these two occasions. In the The Urbain (Reuben) Moulaison house at Sluice Point. This was the old Damase
fall, men from Cape Island, Moulaison house, floated here from Morris Island in 1910. The architecture of this house
suggests that it may have been the ell at the rear that was the original house, or part of
owners of woodlots in the it, and that the main house in this photograph was later built onto it. The house still
region, came to Damase’s exists in 2009. ATCHA Photo P1991:6.
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with all their supplies, to board for a few weeks. These temporary boarders added a new spark to the social
life of the area. Sylvie, as previously mentioned, married one of these men. This created a long-lasting bond
with the people of Cape Island.

Mothers had important roles within the family and performed their daily tasks with fidelity. By the time girls
attained the age of ten, they were taught to knit and to sew. The girls also helped the boys with barnyard
chores and at eight years old were just as skilled as their mothers when it came to milking cows. During
planting season, everyone pitched in and all summer both the girls and the boys helped their parents weed the
garden. All of this was important work because grocery stores did not exist at that time on the island and families had to be able to sustain themselves through their own ingenuity and hard work. Cash was a rare commodity.

For leisure, the boys jigged fish, which were plentiful in the nearby ocean, with homemade hand lines. At low
tide they gathered lobsters, found hiding under the seaweed. The girls would play “house” along the beach,
make “mud pies” and fashioned dolls from pieces of wood. The children would sing the ancient folk songs
passed on by their grandparents. Before the advent of mass media, nothing hindered the transmission of
Acadian culture and traditions to the youth.

Damase, hoping his progeny would settle down around him, decided to sell off parcels of the original homestead to his family members. In 1881, he sold 20 acres to his two sons-in-law. With part of this money he
bought a kitchen stove for fifteen dollars and lamps for each room of his house. Seeing these two men profit
from their land, he decided to sell forty more acres in 1888. These two transactions permitted him to live in
security and whole village benefited from his prosperity.

Life for this hardy folk followed an endless cycle. Springtime meant sowing, summer you worked the land
and the fall was harvest time. In the winter, the ice and snow presented no major obstacles. Frozen rivers and
bays facilitated transportation. Sleds were used to haul wood out of the forests. It also shortened distances
between villages. Winter was the season for visiting and socializing.

Even though the family’s roots were now deep in this area, a spirit of exploration swept this small village. In
1890, Françoise, and her husband, Urbain Muise and their family moved to Sainte-Anne-du-Ruisseau. In the
spring, the fishermen in the family left for Gloucester, Massachusetts. Céleste’s husband, Pierre Simon
LeBlanc, after working a few seasons in Wakefield, Massachusetts, decided to transplant his whole family to
the States. Sylvain Moulaison (Damase’s son), and his family, soon followed. Joseph Moulaison, another of
Damase’s sons, had married Anne Charlotte Fitzgerald of Comeau’s Hill in 1883, and they had built their
home on a portion of his father’s land. In 1891 they moved to Sluice Point, on the mainland, and had their
house floated and set on a new foundation on a piece of land near the Indian Sluice, in sight of the spot where
the Sluice Point Bridge would be built several years later. While living in this location, Joseph Moulaison, for
a time, operated the ferry service between Sluice Point and Surette’s Island. Society member Becky Babin,
and her husband, Louis P. Babin, lived in this house from 1 September 1979 until 25 November 1989, when
they lost the old home to fire. They afterwards built a new house on the same lot. They have since sold the
property and now live in Yarmouth.

The gradual exodus of family members from this part of Morris Island, some family members have noted,
appears to have began after the death of Damase’s daughter, Sylvie, wife of “Sam” Brown, who died in 1888.
The 1891 census return, dated April 1891, shows a somewhat diminished community, but some family mem-
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bers were still living here at that time who would move in the year or two that followed. William and Rose
(Moulaison) Newton were still living here with their two children. Damase and his wife were still living in
their own home, with their unmarried daughter, Marie, who was 48. Their son Reuben (Urbain), his young
wife, and their first-born child were also living with Damase.

Joseph Moulaison, his wife and one
child were still living here in their
own home, but would move to Sluice
Point later the same year. His brother, Sylvain Moulaison, and his large
family are also enumerated here, but
as has been mentioned previously,
would move to Massachusetts later.
The widower, “Sam” Brown, and his
five children were still living here as
well.

The grandfather now looked back on
his life and his land that had seen
countless hours of labour and had
nourished him, his children and his
children’s children. All he had left
The Joseph Moulaison house at Sluice Point. It was floated to this location in were his memories; some of which
1891 from Chez les Damases. The house has since burned. See article for
were sad, but most brought him
details. Heritage Property Inventory Photo, HPI-35-12A.
peace and happiness.
On 5 December 1899, Damase died peacefully in his sleep. Urbain,
inheritor of the family home, continued to live in his father’s house.
Two years later, at the time of 1901 census return, there appears to
be four households remaining at “Chez les Damases.” Urbain, and
his wife and his eight children, were living in his father’s former
home. Living with them was his unmarried sister, Marie, aged 57,
and Urbain’s widowed mother, aged 77. The other remaining
households were William Newton and wife; a member of the Brown
family, George; and a William Moulaison.

There was a tragic event that took place in the small community that
remained here in 1905. This accident shook this tight-knit family
and community to the core. Bernard Moulaison, Urbain’s fourteen
year-old son, wanting to show off his “horseback riding” skills,
hitched up his father’s bull with a harness. Once on the back of this
huge animal, he cracked his whip. Startled by this sound, the bull
started galloping at full speed through a grove and Bernard got
thrown off the bucking beast. As he fell, one of his feet got tangled
in the harness. Unable to free himself, the poor boy was dragged
Some of the old stone walls built by Damase
through fences, shrubs, thorns and rocks. His clothes, along with
Moulaison and his family. Digital photo by
his flesh, were torn to shreds. After a quarter mile, the bull finally Derrick Cottreau, 2009.
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came to a halt. Frantic, his mother rushed to the scene and wrapped his lacerated body in her apron. It was
too late; her son had succumbed to his injuries.

What was left of the Damase hamlet was further diminished in 1910. In that year Urbain Moulaison decided
to move to the mainland with his family. He had his father’s old home floated from Morris Island to Sluice
Point, and relocated on a piece of land along the main road, only about a quarter of a mile from his brother
Joseph’s house, and on the opposite side of the road.

Rose, Damase’s daughter, and her husband, William Newton, were apparently the last of the family to occupy
a home on a portion of the old paternal homestead. The 1911 census return suggests that theirs was the last
household remaining there at that time.

On 27 March 1912, Céleste, the old matriarch, and widow of Damase, died at the age of 89, apparently at the
home of her son Urbain
in Sluice Point.
According to family
tradition they buried
her remains in a coffin
made from boards
taken off the old home
she had shared with her
husband for so many
years.

A covered well that would have belong to one of the Damase homesteads. This one has
been covered at a later date. Other wells remain, uncovered, which remain a hazard when
hiking in this area. Digital photo by Derrick Cottreau, 2009.

where the patriarch reigned for decades, are the

Approximately 150
years have passed since
the foundation of this
hamlet, where Damase
and his family carved
out a prosperous existence. This vibrant
community had seen its
share of ups and
downs; joy and grief,
happiness and hardships. Today, all that
remains on the land

cellars, the rock walls and the old causeway that dot the shoreline. These have stood the test of time and stand
as monuments to the courage, hard labour and perseverance of these hardworking Acadian pioneers.
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A map of Morris Island - supplied by Lawrence Meuse and originally published in vol.2 no.3 of The Argus.
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2009 ORDER FORM FOR AMHGS BOOKS
Books are soft cover unless indicated hard cover (HC)
BOOK ORDERS MAY ALSO BE SUBMITTED BY TELEPHO#E USI#G MASTERCARD OR VISA
AT: (902)-648-2493

CDs:-

___ 1871 Yarmouth County, !ova Scotia Census - A Transcript and Index - $75.00 to individuals; $150.00 for
libraries, archives and other institutions serving multiple users - + postage & handling $2.60
___ The Argus: the First Ten Years, 1989-1998 - $45.00 to individuals; $90 for libraries,
archives and other institutions serving multiple users - + postage & handling $2.60
Argyle Community Histories:____

____

____

____

____

____
____

____

____

____

____

350e Anniversaire de la foundation de Pubnico, 1653-2003. (2003) by Roseline LeBlanc & committee
$20.00 + postage & handling $6.95
D’autres oubliés de notre patrimoine Pubnico-Ouest vol.2 (1994) by Roseline LeBlanc. $25.00 + postage &
handling $10.75
Historic Yarmouth Town & County: Images of our Past (1997) by Eric Ruff and Laura Bradley. $20.00 +
postage & handling $6.95
Historical Sketches of Glenwood and the Argyles (1994 reprint of 1941 edition) by Jackson Ricker. $15.00 +
postage & handling $6.95
Histoire de Sainte-Anne-de-Ruisseau, Belleville, Rivière-Abram by Rev. Clarence J. d’Entremont (1995).
$30.00 + postage & handling $6.95
A Life Worthwhile (1994) by C. Sidney Frost. $15.95 + postage & handling $10.75
Les maisons de Pubnico-Ouest construites de 1930 à 1995 (1997) compiled by Le Réveil de Pombcoup.
$25.00 + postage & handling - $10.75
A Present and Historical View of East Pubnico (2001) by Ladies Auxiliary E. Pubnico Fire Dept. $25.00 +
postage & handling - $10.75
Richfield: The First 100 Years of Pokey Moonshine by Barbara Allen, Florence Maillet and Victoria O’Neil
(2008). $32.00 + postage & handling $11.75 – #EW!
Tusket Wedge, A History of the Acadian Village of Wedgeport Its People and Their Homes (1995) by
Stephen G. Surette. $25.00 + $6.95 postage & handling
Wedgeport de 1767 à nos jours (Édition de 1995) by Father Clarence J. d’Entremont. $21.00 + postage &
handling $6.95

Yarmouth County Histories & Indexes :____

____
____

____

____

____

____

Every !ame Index to the 1871 Census Returns for Yarmouth County, !ova Scotia compiled by Argyle
Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society (introduction by Peter Crowell, CG©). $200.00 (postage &
handling included)
Every !ame Index to the 1881 Census Returns for Yarmouth County, !ova Scotia compiled by Argyle
Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society (introduction by Peter Crowell, CG©). $200.00 (postage &
handing included)
History of Yarmouth County (1998 reprint of 1875 edition) by Rev. J.R. Campbell. $25.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Index of People, Places & Ships to J.R. Campbell’s: A History of the County of Yarmouth by Wilfred Allan.
$8.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Index of People, Places & Vessels to Yarmouth, !ova Scotia: A Sequel to Campbell’s History by George S.
Brown by Wilfred Allan. $10.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Personal !ames Index to Yarmouth Past and Present: a Book of Reminiscences by J. Murray Lawson by
Wilfred Allan. $12.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Yarmouth !.S.: a Sequel to Campbell’s History (1995 reprint of 1988 edition) by George S. Brown. $40.00

+ postage & handling $10.75
Yarmouth, !.S.: the Western Gateway of !ova Scotia 1918 (reprint of 1918 ed.) $10.00 + postage & handling $5.05
____ Yarmouth Past and Present: a Book of Reminiscences by J. Murray Lawson. 2 vol. Set (reprint of 1903 ed.)
$90.00 + postage & handling $13.90
____

Marine Histories:____

____
____

____

____
____

Letters To Levi: A Young Fisherman’s Mail (1991) by Joan Stephenson. ed. $13.00 + postage & handling
$5.05
Ships and Seamen of the Western Ocean (1997) by James T. Bebb. $16.95 + postage & handling $6.95
Skipper Gabe...The Life Story of Captain Gabriel David Pentz 1886-1980 Adventurous Mariner of LaHave
!ova Scotia transcribed by G.P. Himmelman $20.00 +postage & handling $6.95
Surette’s Island, West Pubnico & Georges Bank … My Memoires by J. Donald Doucette. $25.00 + postage
& handling $10.75 – #EW!
The Tent Dwellers Sports fishing in !ova Scotia in 1908 (2008, 100th Anniversary Edition) by Albert
Bigelow Paine. $13.00 + postage & handling $5.05
West !ova Ships and Their Men: The Cann Boats (HC, the author: 2002) by G.B. Cann. $50.00 + postage
& handling $13.90

Church & Religious Histories:____

____
____
____
____

____

Biographical Directory of !ova Scotia and !ew Brunswick Free Baptist Ministers and Preachers (1996)
by Fred C. Burnett. $15.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Écrits du père Sigogne –vol. 1 by Gérald C. Boudreau. $12.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Histoire Religieuse de Pubnico (!ouvelle-Écosse) (1992) by Father Clarence J. d’Entremont $30.00 +
postage & handling $6.95
Père Sigogne, l’ami des Acadiens [children’s book] by Gérald C. Boudreau. $5.00 + postage $5.05
Records of the Church of Jebogue in Yarmouth, !ova Scotia, 1766-1851 (1992) compiled by Stuart &
Gwen Trask. $22.00 + postage & handling $10.75
Sigogne par les sources (1997) by Gèrald C. Boudreau. $23.00 + postage & handling $5.05

Genealogies:-

____

____

____

____

____

____

____

Elias Trask, His Children and Their Succeeding Race: The Trasks of !ova Scotia (2nd ed.: 2002) by
Gwen G. Trask. $25.00 + postage & handling $10.75
From Ketch Harbour to Yarmouth: the Family of Walter Murphy of !ova Scotia (the author: 1997) by L.
Kent Sweeney. $8.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Genealogy Saint Michael’s Parish/Généalogie Paroisse Saint Michel 1767-1925 (Wedgeport) 2004 by the
Wedgeport Genealogical Committee. $75.00 + postage & handling $15.00
The Hubbard Family of !ova Scotia (the author: 2003) by Sheila Macauley. $45.00 + postage & handling
$13.90
Melanson ~ Melançon : The Genealogy of an Acadian and Cajun Family (2004) by Michael B. Melanson.
$75.00 + postage & handling $17.00
Moulaison Family Famille Moulaison : Descendant(e)s de/of Pierre Moulaison (2004) compiled by Pauline
(Moulaison) Kimball. $20.00 + postage & handling $10.75
Draper, Susan Surette. Return to Acadie (A Self-guided Memory Walk of the Annapolis Valley), Société
Promotion Grand-Pré. $5.00 + postage & handling $2.75

Genealogical Research:____

Genealogical Research in !ova Scotia (rev. ed. 1998) by Terrance Punch. $15.00 + postage & handling
$6.95

____

Genealogy Source: Where to Find Genealogical Information in !ova Scotia (2002) Council of Nova
Scotia Archives. $15.00 + postage & handling $6.95

Coffee Table Books:-

____ Hook Me a Story: The History and Method of Rug Hooking in Atlantic Canada (86pp., colour/bw photos)
by Deanne Fitzpatrick. $18.00 + postage & handling $6.95
____ Old !ova Scotian Quilts (history & 58 colour ill., 128 pp., 1995) by Scott Robson and Sharon MacDonald.
$25.00 + postage & handling $6.95
____ Yarmouth County (HC, 98 colour photos, 112 pp, 1998) by Bob Brooks. $30.00 + postage & handling
$10.75

Acadian Histories:-

The Acadians of !ova Scotia (1992) by Sally Ross and A. Deveau. $18.00 + postage & handling $6.95
The Deportation of the Acadians by Parks Canada. $4.00 + postage & handling $2.75
Dykes and Aboiteaux/Les digues et les aboiteaux by Sally Ross. $4.00 + postage & handling $2.75
Evangeline (poem with intro.) by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. $8.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Metis/Acadian Heritage 1604 – 2004 by Roland F. Surette. $15.00 + postage & handling $10.75 – #EW!
(Reprint)
____ Peoples of the Maritimes: The Acadians (rev. 1998) by H.D. Paratte. $18.00 + postage & handling $6.95
____ A Taste of Acadie by Marielle Cormier-Boudreau & Melvin Gallant. $19.00 + postage & handling $6.95

____
____
____
____
____

Cookbooks:____

____

____

____

____

____

____

Apples, Recipes from Canada’s Best Chefs: Flavours Series (2006) by Elaine Elliot and Virginia Lee. $20.00
+ postage & handling $7.95
Chowders, Bisques and Soups, Recipes from Canada’a Best Chefs (2004) by Elaine Elliot and Virginia Lee.
$20.00 + postage & handling $7.95
Cranberries, Recipes from Canada’s Best Chefs: Flavours Series (2005) by Elaine Elliot. $20.00 + postage
& handling $7.95
Great Canadian Recipes: Apples, Peachers & Pears (2002) by Elizabeth Baird. $20.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Salmon, Recipes from Canada’s Best Chefs: Flavours Series (2007) by Elaine Elliot and Virginia Lee.
$20.00 + postage & handling $7.95
Summer Vegetables, 40 Recipes for Fine Dining at Home (2000) by Elaine Elliot. $13.00 + postage & handling $7.65
Tomatoes, Recipes from Canada’s Best Chefs: Flavours Series (2007) by Elaine Elliot and Virginia Lee.
$20.00 + postage & handling $7.95

Miscellaneous:____

____
____

____

____

____
____

Along the Tracks of the Dominion Atlantic and the Halifax and South Western Railways, !ova Scotia (the
author: 2000) by Tony Kalkman. $18.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Basic Quilting (patterns, 20pp.) $3.50 + postage & handling $2.75
Discover…!ova Scotia Lighthouses (1998) by D. Stephens and Susan Randles. $10.95 + postage & handling $5.05
For The Love Of It : A Collection Of Yarmouth County Crafts (1986) compiled by The Yarmouth Crafts
Guild. $10.00 + postage & handling $5.05
Glimpses of the Past from Long and Briar Islands (1998) by Donald E. Outhouse. $32.50 + postage & handling $10.75
Historic Digby: Images of our Past (2000) by Mike Parker. $22.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Historic Lunenburg, The Days of Sail: Images if our Past (1999) by Mike Parker. $18.00 + postage & han-

____

____

____

____

____

____

____
____
____
____

____

dling $6.95
Historic Queens County, !ova Scotia: Images if our Past (2001) by Tom Sheppard. $22.00 + postage &
handling $6.95
A History of Port-Royal/Annapolis Royal 1605-1800 (2004) by Brenda Dunn $29.95 + postage & handling
$10.75
Index to a History of Barrington Township & Vicinity (the author: 2003) by Richard Nickerson. $17.00 +
postage & handling $5.05
Johnny Bluenose at the Polls: Epic !ova Scotian Election Battles, 1758-1848 (1994) by Brian
Cuthbertson. $19.95 + postage & handling $10.75
Paddling the Tobeatic : Canoe Routes of Southwestern !ova Scotia (2004) by Andrew L. Smith. $25.00 +
postage & handling $10.75
Reading Hands: The Halifax School for the Blind (2003) by Shirley J. Trites $20.00 + postage & handling
$6.95
Reminiscing : A Collection of Poems by Darrell Roberts $4.00 + postage & handling $2.60
Rockbound (reprint 1989) by Frank Parker Day $22.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Stories to Remember, A collection of timeless stories by a long-time storyteller (2005) by Laurent
d’Entremont. $20.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Stories to Remember Volume II, More timeless stories by a long-time storyteller (2005) by Laurent
d’Entremont. $20.00 + postage & handling $6.95
Unheard, Unseen… (2006) by David Lloyd Little. $15.00 + postage & handling $6.95
POSTAGE PRICES SUBJECT TO CHA#GE!
HOW TO ORDER

Please note the rates for postage and handling following each item and adjust your order accordingly. Prices quoted are in
Canadian funds.

Since for some time now the Canadian dollar and the U.S. dollar has been almost at par, the above prices apply to both currencies and American purchasers may do so in U.S. funds.
For a description of the books and other items for sale visit our website: www.argylecourthouse.com
Send orders to:
Publications Secretary – Argyle Township Court House
P.O. Box 101 Tusket
Nova Scotia, CANADA B0W 3M0

BOOK ORDERS MAY ALSO BE SUBMITTED BY TELEPHO#E USI#G MASTERCARD
OR VISA
AT: (902)-648-2493
Name: ______________________________ Email: _____________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________ Postal/Zip Code: _____________

Items: $_____________________ Plus Postage: $________________________
Total Enclosed: $_____________________

WHE# MULTIPLE BOOKS ARE ORDERED THE POSTAGE TOTAL SOMETIMES EXCEEDS COSTS. WHE#
THIS OCCURS, AMHGS HAS A POLICY OF REIMBURSI#G THE PURCHASER.

AMHGS MEMBERSHIP FORM

PLEASE #OTE THE I#CREASE I# MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2009!
#ame:-_________________________________________________________________

Mailing address:- ________________________________________________________

_________________________________ Postal/zip code:-________________________
Civic address (#.S. members only)__________________________________________

Community you live in:-__________________________________________________
Telephone:-____________________________ FAX:-__________________________

Email address:-_________________________________________________________
THIS IS A #EW MEMBERSHIP _____ THIS IS A MEMBERSHIP RE#EWAL______

I enclose

_______ $30.00 for a 2009 individual membership

_______ $35.00 for a 2009 family membership

_______ $30.00 for a 2010 individual membership
_______ $35.00 for a 2010 family membership

in the Argyle Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society

MEMBERSHIP CARDS A#D RECEIPTS ARE ISSUED O# REQUEST O#LY.

I WISH TO HAVE A MEMBERSHIP CARD ___ I WISH TO HAVE A RECEIPT ____
I WISH TO BE CONTACTED FOR AMHGS GENERAL MEETINGS - Yes ____ No ____
Mail to: Loretta Wood – Membership Secretary
Argyle Municipality Historical & Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 101
Tusket, Nova Scotia
B0W 3M0 Canada

Note: - Memberships for those living in the U.S. should be paid in U.S. funds.

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WOULD ENJOY READING THE ARGUS, AND MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR SOCIETY? IF SO, LET US KNOW. WE WILL SEND THEM A COMPLIMENTARY COPY AND EXTEND AN
INVITATION TO JOIN!!

